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Most Honourable Participants, 

It is my utmost pleasure to serve you as being a Committee Director in Nevzat Ayaz High 

School Model United Nations Conference. My name is Ayşe Zeynep Öztürk, and I am a 

freshman student in Kartal Anatolian Imam Hatip High School. For me, it is my great 

satisfaction and contentedness to take part in an organization which gathers the minds of 

youth in a challenging process of solving the problems that are related to our prescribed titles. 

Furthermore, because of the fact that every state has unique interests or concerns, and it is 

effortful to write, negotiate, and pass resolutions, this system of debating brings a 

comprehensive framework with demanding professional creativity and diplomacy in every 

stage. 

Regarding to our committee, the Social Political and Decolonization Committee(SPECPOL) 

is one of six main committees of the United Nations General Assembly.  The Special Political 

and Decolonization Committee deals with a variety of subjects which include those related to 

decolonization, Palestinian refugees and human rights, peacekeeping, mine action, outer 

space, public information, atomic radiation and University for Peace. 

Concerning our pressing matters on the table, we will be negotiating and providing solutions 

upon “Conflict in Western Sahara” and “Demilitarization of Arctic”. About our first agenda 

item, it can be stated as Western Sahara is a interminably disputed territory in North Africa 

bordered by Algeria, Mauritania and Morocco, inhabited by Moroccans and minority 

indigenous Sahrawi populations3. The Western Sahara conflict is an ongoing interpolitical 

issue between Kingdom of Morocco, which controls the region, and the Polisario Front, 

which is consisting of local Sahrawi People and engourages Western Sahara’s independence 

as a state. Referring to our second agenda item, as it is known, the Arctic has rich petrol, 

natural gas, and mineral resources, and also its location is convenient for water transportation. 

That is the reason why Borderlands (USA, Russian Federation, Denmark, Canada, and 

Norway) are increasing the tension by staking a claim on this area and it causing to armament 

race. Because of this unignorable fact, the area has to be prevented from further conflicts and 

peace should be maintained not only in land, but also in the Arctic Ocean. Using the case of 

Western Sahara Conflict and Commotion in the Arctic, delegates are expected to examine the 

challenge of identity and identity determinents within the self determination discourse in 

international relations; and by doing this, it would be possible to deepen cooperation to safe-

guard the peace and stability of the both regions on the ground of mutual trust and mutual 

benefit.   

We expect each and every delegate to come to the conference with an understanding of their 

positions and a willingness to forge agreements. The best way to prepare to represent your 

country well, is to complete and internalize the “Study Guide” and bring it to the conference 

for your own reference. It is highly recommended for you to write a position paper which is 

about the topic and background information as per your country, and any additional research 

pertaining to your country compiled in a binder or folder to give you easy access to these 

resources at the conference. 

I am looking forward to meeting you and hearing your ideas for international problems at the 

second edition of Nevzat Ayaz High School Model United Nations Conference. If you have 

any further questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact with me via 

aysezeynepozturk@yahoo.com 

Kindest Regards 

Ayşe Zeynep ÖZTÜRK  



2. Introduction to the Committee 

 The United Nations General Assembly Fourth Committee: the Special Political and 

Decolonization Committee or SPECPOL is one of six main committees of the United Nations 

General Assembly.  The Special Political and Decolonization Committee deals with a variety 

of subjects which include those related to decolonization, Palestinian refugees and human 

rights, peacekeeping, mine action, outer space, public information, atomic radiation and 

University for Peace1. The Fourth Committee meets every year from late September to mid-

November, but also convenes briefly in the spring to adopt any resolutions and decisions 

relating to peacekeeping passed by the Special Committee on Peacekeeping Operations. All 

193 member states of the United Nations are able to attend its meetings. The Committee also 

allows for petitioners, i.e. civil society representatives and other stakeholders to address it on 

decolonization issues, and usually adopts about 30-35 draft resolutions and several draft 

decisions annually by consensus. 

3. Introduction to the Agenda Item: Conflict in Western Sahara 

Characterised by colonization, decolonisation, annexation, and subsequent political deadlock, 

Western Sahara is a interminably disputed territory in North Africa bordered by Algeria, 

Mauritania and Morocco, inhabited by Moroccans and minority indigenous Sahrawi 

populations3. The Western Sahara conflict is an ongoing interpolitical issue between Kingdom 

of Morocco, which controls the region, and the Polisario Front, which is consisting of local 

Sahrawi People and engourages Western Sahara’s independence as a state. Since 1975, the 

conflict has sparked numerous battles between the Polisario Front and the Moroccan military. 

At the time of the cease-fire in 1991, Morocco occupied about three-quarters of the territory, 

while the SADR held the rest. The Moroccan government has encouraged the movement of 

Moroccan settlers into Western Sahara to the extent that they now roughly are equal to 

200,000 native Sahrawis living in 

the Moroccan-controlled area 4. 

Thus, cease-fire ended armed 

combat, and state of Western 

Sahara still remains as a disputed 

territory. Today, Kingdom of 

Morocco controls the region to the 

west of a nearly 1,700-mile berm 

that splits the Western Sahara 

from north to south5. Fortified by 

trenches and patrolled by troops, 

the wall effectively cuts the 

Polisario’s territory off from the 

coast, rendering the area to the east mostly unlivable Sahrawi People. Using the case of 

Western Sahara Conflict, delegates are expected to examine the challenge of identity and 

identity determinents within the self determination discourse in international relations; and by 

doing this, it would be possible to deepen cooperation to safe-guard the peace and stability of 

the region on mutual trust and benefit.   

1General Assembly; resolutions; Commissions. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.un.org/ga/fourth/ 
2Projects, C. T. (2019, March 09). United Nations General Assembly Fourth Committee. Retrieved from 
http://www.wikizero.biz/index.php 
3Projects, C. T. (2019, July 24). Military conflict. Retrieved from http://www.wikizero.biz/index.php 
4The Western Sahara Dispute Drags On after 27 Years in Limbo. (2019, January 16). Retrieved from 
https://freedomhouse.org/blog/western-sahara-dispute-drags-after-27-years-limbo 
5Skok, S. (2017, November 21). The Western Sahara-Morocco Conflict. Retrieved from 
https://education.seattlepi.com/western-saharamorocco-conflict-5889.html 
 
 



 

4. Key Terms and Definitions 

 

Berm 

A berm is a level space, shelf, or raised barrier (usually made of compacted soil) separating 

two areas. It can serve as a fortification line, a border/separation barrier, in industrial settings, 

or in many other applications.1 

Ceasefire 

A ceasefire (or truce), also spelled cease fire, is a temporary stoppage of a war in which each 

side agrees with the other to suspend aggressive actions. Ceasefires may be declared as part of 

a formal treaty, but they have also been called as part of an informal understanding between 

opposing forces.2 

Referendum 

Referendum is a vote in which all the people in a country or an area are asked to give their 

opinion about or decide an important political or social question.3 

Petitioner 

A petitioner is a person who pleads with governmental institution for a legal remedy or a 

redress of grievances, through use of a petition which is s a request to do something, most 

commonly addressed to a government official or public entity.4 

Evacuation 

Temporary but rapid removal of people from building or disaster (or threatened) area as a 

rescue or precautionary measure.5 

Relinquish 

To give (something) over to the control or possession of another usually under duress.6 

Ensue 

To come at a later time; to happen as a result.7 

 

 

 

1projects, C. to W. (2019, July 5). Berm. Retrieved from 
https://www.wikizeroo.org/index.php?q=aHR0cHM6Ly9lbi53aWtpcGVkaWEub3JnL3dpa2kvQmVybQ 
2projects, C. to W. (2019, August 13). temporary stoppage of a war. Retrieved from 
https://www.wikizeroo.org/index.php?q=aHR0cHM6Ly9lbi53aWtpcGVkaWEub3JnL3dpa2kvQ2Vhc2VmaXJl 
3REFERENDUM: meaning in the Cambridge English Dictionary. Retrieved from 
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/referendum 
4projects, C. to W. (2019, August 18). Petitioner. Retrieved from 
https://www.wikizeroo.org/index.php?q=aHR0cHM6Ly9lbi53aWtpcGVkaWEub3JnL3dpa2kvUGV0aXRpb25lc5W
5What is evacuation? definition and meaning. Retrieved from 
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/evacuation.html 
6Relinquish Synonyms, Relinquish Antonyms. Retrieved from https://www.merriam-
webster.com/thesaurus/relinquish 
7Ensue Synonyms, Ensue Antonyms. Retrieved from https://www.merriam-webster.com/thesaurus/ensue 

 
 
 
 



 
 

Tropas Namadas 

The Tropas Nómadas (Nomad Troops) were an auxiliary regiment to the colonial army in 

Spanish Sahara (today Western Sahara), from the 1930s until the end of the Spanish presence 

in the territory in 1975. Composed of Sahrawi tribesmen, the Tropas Nómadas were equipped 

with small arms and led by Spanish officers, guarding outposts and sometimes conducting 

patrols on camelback.1 

Guerilla Warfare 

Guerrilla warfare is a form of irregular warfare in which small groups of combatants, such as 

paramilitary personnel, armed civilians, or irregulars, use military tactics including ambushes, 

sabotage, raids, petty warfare, hit-and-run tactics, and mobility, to fight a larger and less-

mobile traditional military.2 

Sporadic 

Occurring at irregular intervals or only in a few places; scattered or isolated.3 

Intifada 

An intifada is a rebellion or uprising, or a resistance movement. It is a key concept in 

contemporary Arabic usage referring to a legitimate uprising against oppression.4 

Stakeholder 

A person, group or organization that has interest or concern in an organization. Stakeholders 

can affect or be affected by the organization's actions, objectives and policies. Some examples 

of key stakeholders are creditors, directors, employees, government (and its agencies), owners 

(shareholders), suppliers, unions, and the community from which the business draws its 

resources.5 

Envoy 

Envoy is a messenger or representative, especially one on a diplomatic mission.6 

Demilitarize 

The action of removing military forces from an area.7 

De Facto 

Existing or holding a specified position in fact but not necessarily by legal right.8 

 

1projects, C. to W. (2019, March 24). Tropas Nómadas. Retrieved from 
https://www.wikizeroo.org/index.php?q=aHR0cHM6Ly9lbi53aWtpcGVkaWEub3JnL3dpa2kvVHJvcGFzX07Ds21h
ZGFz 
2projects, C. to W. (2019, August 18). form of irregular warfare. Retrieved from 
https://www.wikizeroo.org/index.php?q=aHR0cHM6Ly9lbi53aWtpcGVkaWEub3JnL3dpa2kvR3VlcnJpbGxhX3dh
cmZhcmU 
3sporadic: Definition of sporadic by Lexico. Retrieved from https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/sporadic 
4projects, C. to W. (2019, July 9). two Palestinian uprisings in the 1990s and 2000s. Retrieved from 
https://www.wikizeroo.org/index.php?q=aHR0cHM6Ly9lbi53aWtpcGVkaWEub3JnL3dpa2kvSW50aWZhZGE 
5What comes after those ellipses? Retrieved from 
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/stakeholder.html 
6envoy: Definition of envoy by Lexico. Retrieved from https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/envoy 
7DEMILITARIZATION: meaning in the Cambridge English Dictionary. Retrieved from 
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/demilitarization   
8de facto: Definition of de facto by Lexico. Retrieved from https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/de_facto 



5. General Overview 

The Western Sahara conflict is an ongoing conflict 

between the Polisario Front and the Kingdom of 

Morocco. The conflict originated from an insurgency 

by the Polisario Front against Spanish colonial forces 

from 1973 to 1975 and the subsequent Western 

Sahara War against Morocco between 1975 and 

1991. Today the conflict is dominated by unarmed 

civil campaigns of the Polisario Front and their self-

proclaimed Sahrawi Arab Democratic 

Republic(SADR) state to gain fully recognized 

independence for Western Sahara. 1 

5.1. Western Sahara Region 

Western Sahara is a disputed territory on the northwest coast and in the Maghreb region of 

North and West Africa, partially controlled by the self-proclaimed Sahrawi Arab Democratic 

Republic and partially occupied by neighboring 

Morocco. Until the late 20th century, Region is 

occupied by Spain. And Western Sahara has been on 

the United Nations list of non-self-governing 

territories since 1963 by the help of the Moroccan 

demand.2 In 1965, the United Nations General 

Assembly adopted its first resolution on Western 

Sahara, with the intention of asking Spain to 

decolonize the territory.3 One year later, a new 

resolution was passed by the General Assembly in 

the aim of requesting that a referendum be held by 

Spain on self-determination.4 In 1975, Spain 

relinquished the administrative control of the 

territory to a joint administration by Mauritania5 and 

Morocco (which had formally claimed the territory 

since 1957)5. Conflict erupted between those 

countries and a Sahrawi nationalist movement, the 

Polisario Front, which proclaimed the Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic (SADR) with a 

government in exile in Tindouf, Algeria. Mauritania withdrew its claims in 1979, and 

Morocco eventually secured de facto control of most of the territory, including all the major 

cities and natural resources. The United Nations considers the Polisario Front to be the 

legitimate representative of the Sahrawi people, and maintains that the Sahrawis have a right 

of self-determination.7 

 

1 Western Sahara conflict. (2019, July 24). Retrieved from 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Sahara_conflict. 
2Mariano Aguirre, Vers la fin du conflit au Sahara occidental, Espoirs de paix en Afrique du Nord   Latine in: Le 
Monde diplomatique, Novembre 1997. 
3United Nations General Assembly (16 December 1965). "Resolutions Adopted by the General Assembly During 
Its Twentieth Session – Resolution 2072 (XX) – Question of Ifni and Spanish Sahara". 
4Milestones in the Western Sahara conflict". Archived from the original on 27 February 2012. 
5United Nations General Assembly Resolution 34/37, The Question of Western Sahara". undocs.org. United 
Nations. 21 November 1979. A/RES/34/37. Retrieved 28 March 2017 
6González Campo, Julio. "Documento de Trabajo núm. 15 DT-2004. Las pretensiones de Marruecos sobre los 
territorios españoles en el norte de África (1956–2002)" (PDF) (in Spanish). es:Real Instituto Elcano. p. 6. 
Archived from the original (PDF) on 4 March 2016. 
7Baehr, Peter R. The United Nations at the End of the 1990s. 1999, page 129. 

 



 

5.2. Relations Between States 

  Most of the Member States of European Union indirectly support Kingdom of 

Morocco on Western Sahara issue. They do not formally recognize its authority over Western 

Sahara but repeatedly stress that the conflict needs to be resolved in Morocco’s favour. 

Sharing a border with Morocco, Spain is willing to pay a high price for the harmony, 

especially because of the “Refugee Crisis”. As a result, despite the popular sentiment towards 

the Sahrawi people within the Spanish society, she respects Morocco’s “right to govern 

Western Sahara”.1 

5.2.1.  Western Sahara 

Western Sahara was inhabited almost entirely by Sahrawi pastoral nomads until the mid-20th 

century. Currently, more than 80% of Western Sahara’s population lives in urban areas, more 

than 40% in the administrative center Laayoune, the largest city. Morocco maintains a large 

military presence in Western Sahara and has encouraged its citizens to settle there. Western 

Saharan Sahrawis have been migrating to Europe, principally to former colonial ruler Spain, 

since the 1950s. Many who moved to refugee camps in Tindouf, Algeria, also have migrated 

to Spain and Italy. Currently, United Nations High Commissioner on Refugees estimates that 

more than 90,000 Sahrawi refugees live in camps in Tindouf, in Southern Algeria. 2 

5.2.1.1. History of Region 

In 1957 the territory was claimed by Morocco, which itself had just reached independence in 

the previous year. Spanish troops succeeded in repelling Moroccan military incursions into 

the territory, and in 1958 Spain formally united Río de Oro and Saguia el-Hamra into a 

Spanish province known as Spanish Sahara. However, the situation was further complicated 

by newly independent Mauritania’s claims to the province in 1960, and in 1963 huge 

phosphate deposits were discovered at Bu Craa in the northern portion of the Spanish Sahara, 

which made the province a potentially economically valuable prize for any country that could 

firmly establish possession of it.  

Decades of social and economic change which are caused by drought, desertification, and the 

impact of the phosphate discoveries resulted in an increase in national consciousness and 

anticolonial sentiment. A guerrilla insurgency by the Spanish Sahara’s indigenous inhabitants, 

the nomadic Sahrawis, sprang up in the early 1970s, started to call itself as the Popular Front 

for the Liberation of Saguia el-Hamra and Río de Oro (Polisario Front). This insurgency 

caused Spain to declare its withdraw from area in 1975.3In addition to that, Spain also agreed 

to the partition of Western Sahara between the two countries despite a World Court ruling that 

Morocco’s and Mauritania’s legal claims to the Spanish Sahara were tenuous and did not 

negate the right to self-determination by the Sahrawis because of the fact that she has been 

continuing to face with consistent pressure from Morocco and Mauritania and itself 

undergoing a period of domestic uncertainty Morocco gained the northern two-thirds of the 

area and, consequently, control over the phosphates.4 

 

1Włodarski, R. J. (2018, June 15). [2018] Relations between EU and Western Sahara – Disgraceful Disunity. 
Retrieved from https://www.thenewfederalist.eu/relations-between-eu-and-western-sahara-disgraceful-
disunity 
2 Western Sahara. (2019, March 21). Retrieved from https://www.unocha.org/middle-east-and-north-africa-
romena/western-sahara#Top 
3Western Sahara conflict. (2019, July 24). Retrieved from 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Sahara_conflict 
4Britannica, T. E. (n.d.). Western Sahara. Retrieved from https://www.britannica.com/place/Western-Sahara 

 



 

Thus, Mauritania gained the one-third in southern. This process was followed by sporadic 

fightings between the Polisario Front, which was supported by and based in Algeria, and the 

Moroccan forces. That’s why, the Polisario Front declared a government-in-exile of what it 

called the Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic (a government recognized by some 70 

countries) in 1976, and it continued to raid Mauritanian and Moroccan outposts in Western 

Sahara.1 

Mauritania bowed out of the fighting and reached a peace agreement with the Polisario Front 

in 1979, but in response Morocco promptly annexed Mauritania’s portion of Western Sahara. 

Morocco fortified the vital triangle formed by the Bu Craa mines, Laayoune, and Semara 

while the Polisario Front guerrillas continued their raids. A United Nations (UN) peace 

proposal in 1988 specified a referendum for the indigenous Sahrawis to decide whether they 

wanted an independent Western Sahara under Polisario Front leadership or whether the 

territory would officially become part of Morocco. This peace proposal was accepted by both 

Morocco and the Polisario Front, and the two sides agreed to a cease-fire in 1991. As a United 

Nations administrative and peacekeeping force arrived in Western Sahara to prepare to 

conduct the referendum, however, Morocco moved tens of thousands of “settlers” into the 

territory and insisted that they have their voting qualifications assessed. This drawn-out 

procedure, which involved questions regarding the definition of who among the traditionally 

nomadic Sahrawis would be entitled to cast a ballot, continued throughout the 1990s and into 

the early 21st century.2 Meanwhile, Morocco continued to expand its physical infrastructure in 

Western Sahara despite widespread protests against its presence in the areas under its control. 

During this time the Polisario Front continued its campaign despite a number of setbacks. 

Among the challenges were defections from the organization and a reduction in support by its 

primary backer, Algeria, as that country was forced to concentrate on its own internal 

problems. Algeria’s diplomatic campaign on behalf of Sahrawi self-determination, however, 

continued unabated. By 2001 tens of thousands of Sahrawis, including numerous Polisario 

Front soldiers, had relocated to semipermanent refugee camps in Algeria.2 

The turn of the century brought with it a change in approach toward peace and self-

determination. After the death of Moroccan King Hassan II, Muḥammad VI took the throne 

and announced in 2001 that Morocco would no longer agree to hold a referendum in Western 

Sahara. The United Nations likewise began to explore alternative solutions to the 1988 

proposal. In 2003 it proposed autonomy for the territory for five years, followed by a 

referendum, but Morocco rejected the proposal. In 2007 Morocco proposed autonomy but 

made no offer for a referendum. After the United States insisted in 2018 that the continued 

presence of UN peacekeeping forces be contingent on progress made toward settling the long-

running dispute, Morocco and the Polisario Front met in December of that year to renew 

discussion over the situation.3 As a result, a United Nations peace plan in 2003, which 

envisioned temporary autonomy followed by a referendum in which both Saharan and 

Moroccan settlers would vote, was accepted by Polisario but rejected by Morocco, and 

because of that reason, issue of Conflict in Western Sahara is still a pressing matter on the 

table in our present day. 

 

1Britannica, T. E. (n.d.). Western Sahara. Retrieved from https://www.britannica.com/place/Western-
Sahara 
2The World Factbook: Algeria. (2018, February 01). Retrieved from 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ag.html 
3Morocco-Polisario talks continue. (n.d.). Retrieved from 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/africa/2007/08/200852513371792557.html 
 



 

 

5.2.1.2.  Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic (SADR) 

Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic is a partially recognized state that claims the non-self-

governing territory of Western Sahara, however only is able to control the easternmost one-

fifth of the territory.1 

Following the Spanish evacuation, 

Spain, Morocco, and Mauritania 

signed the Madrid Accords which 

leaded to both Morocco and 

Mauritania moving in to annex the 

territory of Western Sahara in 1975.2 

Spain informed the United Nations 

that as of that date it had terminated its 

presence in Western Sahara and 

relinquished its responsibilities, 

leaving no Administering Power        

on 26 February 1976.2 However, 

neither Morocco nor Mauritania gained international recognition from this, and war ensued 

with the independence-seeking Polisario Front. The United Nations considers the Polisario 

Front to be the legitimate representative of the Sahrawi people, and maintains that the people 

of Western Sahara have a right to “self-determination and independence”.3 

5.2.1.3. Polisario Front 

Frente Popular de Liberación de Saguía el 

Hamra y Río de Oro (POLISARIO) is a 

Sahrawi rebel national liberation 

movement aiming to end Moroccan 

presence in the Western Sahara. The 

United Nations considers the Polisario 

Front to be the legitimate representative of 

the Sahrawi people and maintains that the 

Sahrawis have a right to self-

determination,4 however, the Polisario 

Front is outlawed in the parts of Western 

Sahara which are under Moroccan control.5 

 

 

1Projects, C. T. (2019, August 02). Partially recognised state of Western Sahara. Retrieved from 
http://www.wikizero.biz/index.php?q=aHR0 
2“Letter dated 29 January 2002 from the Under-Secretary-General for Legal Affairs, the Legal Counsel, 

addressed to the President of the Security Council”. United Nations. 2002-01-29. Retrieved 2016-09-17. 

3 “A/RES/34/37. Question of Western Sahara” (PDF). General Assembly—Thirty-fourth Session. United 

Nations. 1979. Retrieved March 15, 2017. 
4General Assembly; resolutions; Commissions. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.un.org/ga/fourth/ 
5Projects, C. T. (2019, August 02). Military and political organisation in Western Sahara. Retrieved from 

http://www.wikizero.biz/index.php?q=aHR0 

 

 



 

 

 

5.2.1.3.1. History 

A group of young Moroccan students in the universities of Morocco began organizing a 

movement that came to be known as The Embryonic Movement for the Liberation of Saguia 

el-Hamra and Rio de Oro in 1971.1 

This movement eventually relocated to Spanish-controlled Spanish Sahara to start an armed 

rebellion after attempting in vain to gain backing from several Arab governments, including 

both Algeria and Morocco, but only drawing faint notices of support from Libya and 

Mauritania.2 

The Polisario Front was formally constituted by several Sahrawi university students, survivors 

of the 1968 massacres at Zouerate and some Sahrawi men who had served in the Spanish 

Army on 10 May 1973 at Ain Bentili. At that time, they called themselves the Constituent 

Congress of the Polisario Front.3 

Its first Secretary General was El-Ouali Mustapha 

Sayed. This new organization attacked El-Khanga, 

where there was a Spanish post manned by a team of 

Tropas Nomadas (Sahrawi-staffed auxiliary forces), 

which was overrun and demilitarized. Polisario then 

gradually gained control over large swaths of desert 

countryside, and its power grew from early 1975 when 

the Tropas Nomadas began deserting to the Polisario, 

bringing weapons and training with them. At this point, 

Polisario's manpower included perhaps 800 men and 

women4, however, as might be expected, they were 

suspected of being backed by a much larger network of 

supporters. A United Nations visiting mission which 

was headed by Simeon Aké was concluded that Sahrawi support for independence (as 

opposed to Spanish rule or integration with a neighbouring country) amounted to an 

“overwhelming consensus” ,and decided that the Polisario Front had to be the most powerful 

political force in the country.5 Polisario set up headquarters in Tindouf with Algeria's help.6 

 

 

1Dettlaff-Weglikowska, U., Hey-Hawkins, E., & Schnering, H. G. (1991). Einfluß des Kations auf die Struktur des 
[Si(O2C6H4)2F]⊖-Anions: Struktur von [K(18-Krone-6)][Si(O2C6H4)2F] / The Influence of the Cation on the 
Structure of the Anion [Si(O2C6H4)2F]⊖: The Structure of [K(18-Krone-6)]. 
2Yurtoğlu, N. (2018). Http://www.historystudies.net/dergi//birinci-dunya-savasinda-bir-asayis-sorunu-
sebinkarahisar-ermeni-isyani20181092a4a8f.pdf. History Studies International Journal of History, 10(7), 241-
264. doi:10.9737/hist.2018.658. 
3Projects, C. T. (2019, August 02). Military and political organisation in Western Sahara. Retrieved from 
http://www.wikizero.biz/index.php?q=aHR0cHM6Ly9lbi53aWtpcGVkaWEub3JnL3dpa2kvUG9saXNhcmlvX0Zyb
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5.2.1.3.2. Withdrawal of Spain 

After Moroccan pressures through the Green March and the Royal Moroccan Army's previous 

invasion of eastern Saguia el-Hamra, Spain entered negotiations that led to the signing of the 

Madrid Accords between Spain, Morocco and Mauritania. Upon Spain's withdrawal, and in 

application of the Madrid Accords in 1976, Morocco took over Saguia El Hamra while 

Mauritania took control of Río de Oro. The Polisario Front proclaimed the Sahrawi Arab 

Democratic Republic (SADR), and waged a guerrilla war against both Morocco and 

Mauritania. The World Court at The Hague had issued its verdict on the former Spanish 

colony, which each party interpreted as confirming its rights to the disputed territory.1 

The Polisario kept up the guerrilla war while they simultaneously had to help guard the 

columns of Sahrawi refugees fleeing, but after the air bombings by the Royal Moroccan Air 

Force on improvised Sahrawi refugee camps in Umm Dreiga, Tifariti, Guelta Zemmur and 

Amgala, the Front had to relocate the refugees to Tindouf (western region of Algeria). For the 

next two years the movement grew tremendously as Sahrawi refugees continued flocking to 

the camps and Algeria and Libya supplied arms and funding. Within months, its army had 

expanded to several thousand armed fighters, camels were replaced by modern jeeps, and 

19th-century muskets were replaced by assault rifles.2The reorganized army was able to inflict 

severe damage through guerrilla-style hit-and-run attacks against opposing forces in Western 

Sahara and in Morocco and Mauritania proper.3 

5.2.1.3.3. Withdrawal of Mauritania 

A comprehensive peace treaty was signed on 5 August 1979, in which the new Mauritanian 

government recognized Sahrawi rights to Western Sahara and relinquished its own claims. 

Mauritania withdrew all its forces and would later proceed to formally recognize the Sahrawi 

Arab Democratic Republic, causing a massive rupture in relations with Morocco. 

Accordingly, King Hassan II of Morocco claimed the area of Western Sahara evacuated by 

Mauritania, which was unilaterally annexed by Morocco in August 1979.4 

5.2.1.3.4. Berm 

From the mid-1980s Morocco largely managed to keep Polisario troops off by building a huge 

berm or sand wall which is also known as the Moroccan Wall, that is staffed by an army, 

enclosing within it the economically useful parts of Western Sahara.This stalemated the war, 

with no side able to achieve decisive gains, but artillery strikes and sniping attacks by the 

Polisario continued, and Morocco was economically and politically strained by the war. 

Today Polisario controls the part of the Western Sahara on the east of the Moroccan Wall, 

comprising about a third of the territory, but this area is economically useless, heavily mined, 

and almost uninhabited.6 
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5.2.1.3.5. Ceasefire and Referendum Process 

A ceasefire between the Polisario Front and Morocco, monitored by MINURSO (United 

Nations Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara), has been in effect since 1991, on the 

promise of a referendum on independence the following year. However, the referendum 

stalled over disagreements on voter rights. Numerous attempts to restart the process (most 

significantly the launching of the 2003 Baker Plan1) was unsuccessful. The Polisario has 

repeatedly threatened to resume hostilities in case of avoiding the regulation of referendum, 

and claims that the current situation of "neither peace, nor war" is unsustainable.Pressures on 

the leadership from the refugee population to resume fighting are apparent, but to date the 

cease fire (unlike the referendum promise) has been respected.1 

In April 2007, the government of Morocco suggested that a self-governing entity, through the 

Royal Advisory Council for Saharan Affairs (CORCAS), should govern the territory with 

some degree of autonomy for Western Sahara. The project was presented to the United 

Nations Security Council in 2007, and quickly gained French and United States’ support. 

Polisario had handed in its own proposal the day before, which insisted on the previously 

agreed referendum, but allowed for negotiating the status of Moroccans now living in the 

territory should the outcome of a referendum be in favor of independence. This led to the 

negotiations process known as the Manhasset negotiations. Four rounds were held in 2007 

and 2008; no progress was made, however, as both parties refused to compromise about what 

they considered core sovereignty issues. Polisario agreed to add autonomy as per the 

Moroccan proposal to a referendum ballot, but refused to relinquish the concept of an 

independence referendum itself, as agreed in 1991 and 1997. Morocco, in its turn, insisted on 

only negotiating the terms of autonomy offered, but refused to consider an option of 

independence on the ballot.2 

5.2.2. Kingdom of Morocco 

Kingdom of Morocco is a sovereign state located 

in the Maghreb region of North Africa. It 

overlooks the Mediterranean Sea to the north and 

the Atlantic Ocean to the west. Morocco is a 

unitary constitutional monarchy with an elected 

parliament, and it claims the areas of Ceuta, 

Melilla and Peñón de Vélez de la Gomera, all of 

them under Spanish jurisdiction. 

Morocco claims the non-self-governing territory 

of Western Sahara, formerly Spanish Sahara, as its Southern Provinces. After Spain agreed to 

decolonise the territory to Morocco and Mauritania in 1975, a guerrilla war arose with local 

forces. Mauritania relinquished its claim in 1979, and the war lasted until a ceasefire in 1991. 

Morocco currently occupies two thirds of the territory, and peace processes have thus far 

failed to break the political deadlock. 

 

1The Baker Plan (formally, Peace Plan for Self-Determination of the People of Western Sahara) is a United 
Nations initiative to grant self-determination to Western Sahara. It was intended to replace the Settlement Plan 
of 1991, which was further detailed in the Houston Agreement of 1997. 
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5.2.3. Algeria Side 

Algeria is a country in the Maghreb region of North Africa. Algeria is included in the 

European Union's European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP) which aims at bringing the 

European Union and its neighbours closer.1 Giving incentives and rewarding best performers, 

as well as offering funds in a faster and more flexible manner, are the two main principles 

underlying the European Neighbourhood Instrument (ENI) that came into force in 2014. It has 

a budget of €15.4 billion and provides the bulk of funding through a number of programmes. 

Tensions between Algeria and Morocco in relation to the Western Sahara have been an 

obstacle to tightening the Arab Maghreb Union (AMU) which is a trade agreement aiming for 

economic and future political unity among Arab countries of the Maghreb in North Africa.2 

Its members are the nations of Algeria, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco and Tunisia, and it 

nominally established in 1989, but which has carried little practical weight.3 The Union has 

been unable to achieve tangible progress on its goals due to deep economic and political 

disagreements between Morocco and Algeria regarding, among others, the issue of Western 

Sahara. There have not been any high level meetings taken place since 3 July 2008.4 

5.3. Conflict in Western Sahara 

The Western Sahara conflict is an ongoing conflict between the Polisario Front and the 

Kingdom of Morocco. The conflict originated from an insurgency by the Polisario Front 

against Spanish colonial forces from 1973 to 1975 and the subsequent Western Sahara War 

against Morocco between 1975 and 1991.5 

The current conflict began in 1975, when thousands of Moroccan civilians, flanked by the 

Moroccan military, crossed into the Western Sahara in defiance of Spain, which ruled the 

region since 1884. Because of the situation of fearing a drawn-out military conflict and facing 

its own internal problems, Spain agreed to grant the northern portion of the colony to 

Morocco and the southern portion to Mauritania. Neither Mauritania nor Morocco recognized 

the Sahrawi as a sovereign people, and in 1975, the Polisario Front began a guerrilla war to 

drive the Moroccan and Mauritanian forces out and establish the Sahrawi Arab Democratic 

Republic as an independent state. Mauritania pulled out of the region in 1978 and Morocco 

took control of the remaining territory. Today, the conflict is dominated by unarmed civil 

campaigns of the Polisario Front and their self-proclaimed Sahrawi Arab Democratic 

Republic state to gain fully recognized independence for Western Sahara. 

 
 
1projects, C. to W. (2019, August 13). country in North Africa. Retrieved from 
http://www.wikizero.biz/index.php?q=aHR0cHM6Ly9lbi53aWtpcGVkaWEub3JnL3dpa2kvQWxnZXJpYQ 
2projects, C. to W. (2019, August 4). trade agreement among Arab countries of the Maghreb in North Africa. 
Retrieved from 
http://www.wikizero.biz/index.php?q=aHR0cHM6Ly9lbi53aWtpcGVkaWEub3JnL3dpa2kvQXJhYl9NYWdocmViX 
3"Bin Ali calls for reactivating Arab Maghreb Union, Tunisia-Maghreb, Politics". ArabicNews.com. 19 February 
1999. Archived from the original on 25 November 2001. Retrieved 4 April 2006. 
4"Constitution of Algeria; Art. 11". Apn-dz.org. 28 November 1996. Archived from the original on 25 July 2013. 
Retrieved 17 January 2013 
5projects, C. to W. (2019, August 15). military conflict. Retrieved from 
http://www.wikizero.biz/index.php?q=aHR0cHM6Ly9lbi53aWtpcGVkaWEub3JnL3dpa2kvV2VzdGVybl9TYWhhc
mFfY29uZmxpY3Q 

 

 



5.3.1.  History of Conflict 

The conflict escalated after the withdrawal of Spain from the Spanish Sahara in accordance 

with the Madrid Accords. Beginning in 1975, the Polisario Front, backed and supported by 

Algeria, waged a 16-year-long war for independence against Mauritania and Morocco. In 

February 1976, the Polisario Front declared the establishment of the Sahrawi Arab 

Democratic Republic, which was not admitted into the United Nations, but won limited 

recognition by a number of other states. Following the annexation of Western Sahara by 

Morocco and Mauritania in 1976, and the Polisario Front's declaration of independence, the 

United Nations addressed the conflict via a resolution reaffirming the right to self-

determination of the Sahrawi people.1 In 1977, France intervened when the conflict reached 

its peak intensity. In 1979, Mauritania withdrew from the conflict and territories, leading to a 

stalemate through most of the 1980s. After several more engagements between 1989 and 

1991, a cease-fire agreement was reached between the Polisario Front and the Moroccan 

government. At the time, most of the Western Sahara territory remained under Moroccan 

control, while the Polisario controlled some 20% of the territory in its capacity as the Sahrawi 

Arab Democratic Republic, with additional pockets of control in the Sahrawi refugee camps 

along the Algerian border. In our present day, these borders are largely unchanged.2 

Despite multiple peace initiatives through the 1990s and early 2000s, the conflict reemerged 

as the "Independence Intifada" in 2005 which is consisting of a series of disturbances, 

demonstrations and riots,  and lasted until November of that same year.3 In late 2010, the 

protests re-erupted in the Gdeim Izik refugee camp in Western Sahara. While the protests 

were initially peaceful, they were later marked by clashes between civilians and security 

forces, resulting in dozens of casualties on both sides. Another series of protests began on 26 

February 2011, as a reaction to the failure of police to prevent anti-Sahrawi looting in the city 

of Dakhla, Western Sahara. These protests soon spread throughout the territory. Though 

sporadic demonstrations continue, the movement had largely subsided by May 2011.4 

To date, large parts of Western Sahara are controlled by the Moroccan Government and area 

that is known as the Southern Provinces, whereas some 20% of the Western Sahara territory 

remains controlled by the Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic (SADR), and the Polisario state 

with limited international recognition. The questions of mutual recognition, establishment of a 

possible Sahrawi state and the large numbers of Sahrawi refugees displaced by the conflict are 

among the key issues of the ongoing Western Sahara peace process.5 
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5.3.1.1. First Sahrawi Intifada 

The First Sahrawi Intifada began in 1999 and lasted until 2004,1 transforming into the 

Independence Intifada in 2005. First Sahrawi Intifada forms a part of the wider and still 

ongoing Western Sahara conflict. 

Since political liberalization, intermittent protests have broken out and pro-Polisario groups 

have declaring minor "intifadas" in 1999 and 2000, and they often resulted in dozens of 

demonstrators being arrested.2 The First Sahrawi Intifada began in late 1999 and was 

characterized by large-scale protests. King Hassan II, who had pledged promises of 

democracy and reform, had died on 23 July, which resulted in creating new political 

atmosphere. 

Sahrawi students held a sit-in at al-Zamlah Square in al-'Ayun which is the capital of the 

territory, demanding scholarships and transportation subsidies to Moroccan universities 

located in northern Morocco in early September 1999, .Many students sat in a constant vigil 

underneath tents in the square, which directly faced Najir Hotel, where United Nations 

personnel always stayed during their visits.The square was also symbolic because of its past 

history: in 1970, the Spanish army had killed a group of Sahrawis protesting for independence 

in that square. The students were also joined by Sahrawi political prisoners, arguing for 

compensation and an end to the common "disappearances" of other political activists.3 

Shortly, they were also joined by Sahrawi mine workers and Sahrawi members of the 

"National Association of Unemployed University Graduates" in Morocco.The demonstrators 

occupied al-Zamlah Square for 12 days before Moroccan officials responded, sending police 

to break up the protest, beating protesters and arresting many; and  driving out some Sahrawis 

into the desert.4 

Sahrawi activists organized another protest five days later in which they demanded 

independence and a referendum.5It is claimed that in response, Moroccan officials authorized 

local thugs to ransack Sahrawi homes and businesses. State security forces arrested 150 

demonstrators during the protest, and rounded up many more in the early months of 

2000.Though security forces released the prisoners fairly quickly, Sahrawi activists accused 

the police of torture and other maltreatment during detainment. Throughout the First Intifada, 

Sahrawi protests attracted other Moroccan settlers to their protests. Witnessing the violence 

and injustices, many of Morocco's own Sahrawis became disillusioned with Moroccan 

government policy.6 
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5.3.1.2. Second Sahrawi Intifada 

The Independence Intifada or the Second Sahrawi Intifada or The El-Aaiun Intifada, and also 

May Intifada is a Sahrawi activist term for a series of disturbances, demonstrations and riots 

that broke out in May 2005 in the Moroccan-controlled parts of Western Sahara and south of 

Morocco.1 

After followers protesting the transfer of a Sahrawi prisoner accused of drug dealing and 

insulting the Moroccan monarchy to a prison in Agadir were violently dispersed by police, 

demonstrations started which also brought along provoking further demonstrations over the 

next several days in 2005. Protests spread by the end of May to other towns in the Western 

Sahara, such as Smara and Dakhla, and were accompanied by demonstrations by Sahrawi 

students living in Moroccan cities such as Agadir, Casablanca, Fes, Marrakech and Rabat.2 

On 30 October 2005, a first fatality was recorded when 31-year-old Hamdi Lembarki died 

after what human rights organizations assured was police brutality during his arrest, although 

at first Moroccan authorities attributed his death to an accident.3 

Over a hundred pro-Polisario 

Sahrawi protesters were reported as 

arrested by Moroccan authorities 

according to international human 

rights, and approximately thirty 

demonstrators and well-known 

Sahrawi human rights-activists 

have been imprisoned after 

summary trials.4 A 50-day hunger 

strike of all the arrested Sahrawis 

put their health of several at risk, 

and the action was aborted. 

On 14 December 2005, aforementioned defendants were sentenced to between six months and 

three years in prison by an El-Aaiún court, on charges of disturbing public order, membership 

of illegal associations, incitement to unrest, damaging public property and rioting.5 Both 

Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch had expressed serious concern over the 

trials, pointing to reports of torture and previous abuse of some of the prisoners.6 7 
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5.3.2.  Situation in our Present Day 

In our present day, region to the west of a nearly 1,700-mile berm that splits the Western 

Sahara from north to South is under Moroccan control. Supported by trenches and patrolled 

by troops, the berm effectively cuts the Polisario’s territory off from the coast, rendering the 

area to the east mostly unlivable. For this reason, many Sahrawis have been displaced, and the 

Polisario and Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic government now operate out of Algeria. 

According to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, there are around 90,000 

Sahrawis living in refugee camps in Tindouf, Algeria.1 

5.3.2.1. Polisario controlled areas 

The Polisario controls about 20–25% of the Western Sahara territory,2 as the Sahrawi Arab 

Democratic Republic (SADR), and claim sovereignty over the entire territory of Western 

Sahara. Polisario calls the territories under its control as the Liberated Territories or the Free 

Zone, while Morocco controls and administers the rest of the disputed territory and calls these 

lands as its Southern Provinces. The Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic considers the 

Moroccan-held territory as the occupied territory, while Morocco considers Sahrawi Arab 

Democratic Republic's held territory, which is much more smaller, as a buffer zone.3 

In addition, the Polisario Front has a full autonomous control of the Sahrawi refugee camps. 

The refugee camps were set up in the Tindouf Province, Algeria in 1975–76 for the benefit of 

Sahrawi refugees fleeing from Moroccan forces during the Western Sahara War. With the 

situation that most of refugees are still living in the camps, the refugee situation is among the 

most protracted worldwide.4 

5.3.2.2. Moroccan Wall 

The Western Sahara Berm, also known as the Moroccan Wall, is an approximately 2,700 km-

long defensive structure consisting primarily of sand running through Western Sahara and the 

southeastern portion of Morocco. It acts as a separation barrier between the Moroccan-

controlled areas and the Polisario-controlled section of the territory (the SADR).  

As early as 1979, the idea of a defensive wall has been an obvious one for the Moroccan 

authorities. Constructed in six stages, from 1980 to 1987, five 'breaches' along the wall allow 

Moroccan troops the right of pursuit. The Polisario call the Berm the "wall of shame" while 

Morocco calls it a "defensive wall", "wall of sand" or "security wall". 
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5.3.2.3. Human rights 

The Western Sahara conflict has resulted in severe human rights abuses, most notably the 

aerial bombardments with napalm and white phosphorus of the Sahrawi refugee camps,1the 

exodus of tens of thousands of Sahrawi civilians from the country, and the forced 

expropriation and expulsion of tens of thousands of Moroccan expatriate civilians by the 

Algerian government in reaction to the Green March. The conflict has witnessed numerous 

violations of human rights and serious breaches of the Geneva Convention on the part of all 

involved parties; the Polisario Front, the Moroccan government and the Algerian government 

among them.2 

5.3.3.  Strategic Importance 

Morocco argues that the Western Sahara is too sparse to support an independent government 

leading the Moroccan American Center for Policy, and claims that further instability could 

allow terrorism and criminal activities on its southern border. However, there are many other 

factors at play, including Morocco's ongoing political rivalry with Algeria, which supports the 

Polisario's fight for an independent Sahrawi state. Similarly, the Western Sahara is rich in its 

minerals and offers nearly 700 miles of Atlantic coastline for fishing and offshore oil drilling 

which makes it potentially valuable for Morocco's economy. 

5.3.3.1. Importance of Resources 

Everything material in a country’s cultur comes from its natural resources. For instance; coal, 

soil, oil, water, land, and minerals. The role of natüre on Earth is imperative indeed. That is 

why it is so important on country’s foreign relations as well. Unfortunately, there are so many 

plundering activities in prescribed territory which need to be resolved as soon as possible. 

5.3.3.1.1. The Oil Exploration 

Oil exploration in Western Sahara is illegal. 29th of January 2002, the United Nations Under-

Secretary General for Legal Affairs, Mr. Hans Corell, wrote to the Security Council that “if 

further exploration and exploitation activities were to proceed in disregard of the interests and 

wishes of the people of Western Sahara, they would be in violation of the principles of 

international law”.  

Despite this, Morocco keeps looking for oil in the region. The Moroccan state oil company 

,Office National des Hydrocarbures et des Mines(ONHYM),4 has given five licences for oil 

exploration and production in Western Sahara.  

None of the involved companies have at any point in history sought the consent of the people 

of the territory, which would have been a prerequisite for its legality, in accordance with the 

United Nations legal opinion. 
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5.3.3.1.2. Phosphate Export 

There were 1600 Sahrawis employed in the phosphate industry in 1968. Today, most of them 

have been replaced by Moroccans that have settled in the territory. The industry now only 

employs 200 Sahrawis of a total work force of 1900 employees. The Sahrawi employees 

experience discrimination relative to their Moroccan colleagues. Very few Sahrawis have 

been promoted since 1975, most of them have been sacked. 

A United Nations delegation that visited Western Sahara in 1975, had stated that “eventually 

the territory will be among one of the largest exporters of phosphate in the world”. However, 

only a few months later, Morocco invaded Western Sahara. Today, the phosphate production 

in Bou Craa amounts to 10 % of Morocco’s total production. Bou Craa annual production is 

around 3 million tonnes, contributing substantially to Morocco’s national income. 1 

During the war between Polisario and Morocco during the eighties, damage was inflicted on 

the mines as well as the conveyor belt system. This caused stoppages from time to time. 

Attacks on the system ended when ceasefire was agreed in 1991, but on several occasions 

later, the belt has again been subjected to sabotage, such as September 2007. 

5.3.3.1.3. Fishing Industry 

A large majority of people who work in the fishing industry along the Western Sahara are 

Moroccans who have moved into the territory since the occupation. The industry has 

important implications for the demography of the area, and thus complicates the solving of the 

conflict. Morocco's main fisheries activities today take place in Western Sahara. The coastal 

cities of Dakhla and El Aaiun have become the major ports for landing of fish for the 

Moroccans. In addition to their own small scale and commercial fishing activities, Morocco 

also sell fishing licenses to foreign states. 2 

5.3.3.1.4. Agriculture 

During the last few years, Morocco 

has moved in thousands of settlers to 

work on the fruit and vegetable 

plantations in the occupied territories. 

The new agricultural commitment is a 

part of Morocco’s strategy to settle 

the southern parts of Western Sahara. 

The Moroccan official propaganda 

categorizes the agricultural activities 

under the “development of the 

southern provinces”. However, this 

“development” is carried out without 

the participation of the Saharawi 

people, and does not bear them any 

return. 

 

1Shelley, T., & Horta, J. R. (2013). Endgame in the Western Sahara: What Future for Africas Last Colony. London: 
Zed Books. 
2Watch, W. S. R. Retrieved from https://www.wsrw.org/a201x1837 
3Watch, W. S. R. Retrieved from https://www.wsrw.org/a138x905 
 

 

 



5.4. Social Structure 

People in Western Sahara are of mixed Arab-Berber descent, but many consider themselves 

Arab, and they speak Arabic. The Sahrawis are Muslims of the Sunni sect. Their 

interpretation of Islam has traditionally being quite liberal and adapted to nomad life . 

A huge part of the society underwent a massive social upheaval, when a large portion of the 

population fled fighting in the country and settled in the refugee camps of Tindouf, Algeria, 

with breaking up families and clans in 1975 . The Polisario Front, which runs the camps, has 

attempted to modernize their society, placing a public emphasis on education, the eradication 

of tribalism and the emancipation of women. The role of women in camps was enhanced by 

their shouldering of the main responsibility for the camps and government bureaucracy during 

the war years, as virtually the entire male population was enrolled in the Polisario army. 1 

Education was also assisted by refugee life. While teaching materials are still scarce, the 

"urbanization" of the refugee camps and the abundance of free time for camp dwellers  greatly 

increased the effectiveness of literacy classes. The Polisario Front claims presently that nearly 

90% of refugees are literate.2 

The Moroccan government considerably invested in the social and economic development of 

Western Sahara with special emphasis on education, modernisation and infrastructure. El 

Aaiún in particular has been the target of heavy government investment, and has grown 

rapidly. Several thousands of Sahrawis study in Moroccan universities. However, 

unfortunately, there have been few thorough studies of the culture due in part to the political 

situation to date.3 

5.4.1.  Effects of Conflict  

Effects of Western Sahara Conflict are both long term or short term.4 Most especially on the 

public, women and children suffer unspeakable atrocities in particular. The widespread 

trauma caused by these atrocities and suffering of the civilian population is another legacy of 

these conflicts. 

In addition to physical and mental harms of this conflict on public, the area is also affected 

because of this human-made disasters. Destruction of infrastructure can create a catastrophic 

collapse in the social interrelated structure, infrastructure services, education and health care 

system.Destruction of schools and educational infrastructure have led to a decline in 

education among many countries affected by war.5 If certain infrastructural elements are 

significantly damaged or destroyed, it can cause serious disruption of the other systems such 

as the economy.6 This includes loss of certain transportation routes in a city which could 

make it impossible for the economy to function properly and also for people to be evacuated. 

 

 

1Andrew Borowiec (2003). Taming the Sahara: Tunisia Shows a Way While Others Falter. Praeger/Greenwood. 
p. 32. ISBN 0-275-97647-5. 
2Rguibi, R; Belahsen, M (2006). Fattening Practices Among Moroccan Saharawi Women. 
3 National Geographic Magazine, december 2008 
4"Armed Conflict" (PDF). UN. United Nations. Retrieved 1 December 2016 
5Globalization Denied: Gender and Poverty in Iraq and Palestine, in The Wages of Empire: Neoliberal Policies, 
Armed Repression, and Women's Poverty, Jennifer Olmsted 
6Infrastructure for the 21st Century, Washington, D.C.: National Academy Press, 1987 

 

 

 



5.4.1.1. Refugee Crisis 

The biggest concentration of Sahrawi refugees was created in 1975–1976, when Sahrawi 

refugees were fleeing from Moroccan forces, who advanced through Western Sahara during 

the Western Sahara War between Morocco and Sahrawi Polisario Front. Those refugees 

ended up in Sahrawi refugee camps in the Tindouf Province, Algeria. With most refugees still 

living in the camps, the refugee situation is among the most protracted ones worldwide.1 

Thousands of ethnic Sahrawi refugees from Western Sahara also fled to Mauritania to escape 

the war, which began when Morocco annexed Western Sahara in 1976. Uncertainty about the 

political future of Western Sahara deterred the ethnic Sahrawi refugees from returning home.2 

Since the creation of the Sahrawi refugee problem in the 1970s, a significant number of 

Sahrawi refugees have tried to upgrade their status, by leaving the refugee camps in Tindouf 

and the northern villages in Mauritania. Some chose to immigrate to Europe, as part of the 

general migration wave from Africa, while others dispersed in Mauritania.3 

Under these circumstances, Social, Political and Decolonization Commitee have to meet the 

most pressing needs of these extremely vulnerable populations.4 

 

5.4.1.2. Public’s Situation 

People who are in exile because of the 

conflict and public in the region have 

been continuing to face with several 

problems in terms of their physical 

and psychological health. Global 

community’s most important and 

crucial issue at hand is to protect and 

support these people during their 

displacement process and livings with 

increasing their self-reliance and 

reduce their dependency on aid. 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1"Mortality and Burden of Disease Estimates for WHO Member States in 2004". Retrieved from World Health 
Organization. 
2 Ianchovichina, Elena, and Maros Ivanic. "Economic Effects of the Syrian War and the Spread of the Islamic 
State on the Levant." Policy Research Working Papers(2014): n. pag. Web. 2016 
3Shank, Ph.D. Michael. "Economic Consequences of War on U.S. Economy: Debt, Taxes and Inflation Increase; 
Consumption and Investment Decrease." The Huffington Post. TheHuffingtonPost.com, 2012. Web. 4 Dec. 
2016. 
4Amirthalingam, K., and R. W. D. Lakshman. "Impact of Displacement on Women and Female-Headed 
Households: A Mixed Method Analysis with a Microeconomic Touch." Journal of Refugee Studies 26.1 (2012): 
26-46. Web. 
5Impact of Armed Conflict on Children". United Nations Report. 1996. 

 

 

 

 



5.4.1.3. Cultural Matters 

Culture is the lifeblood of a vibrant society, expressed in the many ways that people tell their 

stories, celebrate, remember the past, entertain themselves, and imagine the future. Expression 

of it helps them to define their self-conciousness, and helps to understand the world through 

the eyes of others.1 

In addition to its intrinsic value, culture provides important social and economic benefits. 

With improved learning and health, increased tolerance, and opportunities to come together 

with others, culture enhances our quality of life and increases overall well-being for both 

individuals and communities. Because of the conflict in the region, its culture is affected, and 

because of the importance of maintaining the order with protecting culture, it is one of the 

most important issues that needed to be resolved as soon as possible. 

5.4.1.3.1. Education 

Education is a very important tool for everyone to succeed in life and get something different. 

It helps in lessening the challenges of difficult life. Knowledge gained throughout the 

education period enables each and every individual confident about their life. It opens various 

doors to the opportunities of achieving better prospects in life so promotes career growth. It 

brings feeling of equality among all people in the society and promotes growth and 

development of the 

country. Even if there 

are education 

programmes that are 

run in the Sahrawi 

Refugee Camps in 

Tindouf, system of 

education and 

oppourtunities are 

deficient in some 

points which is 

needed to be fixed by 

the global 

community.2 

5.4.1.3.2. Raising Awareness 

Awareness-raising is a very crucial issue which brings the minds together with unity. It has 

been shown to change knowledge and attitudes about violence. Campaigns should focus on 

tangible issues. Public awareness campaigns should prioritize. Awareness campaigns may 

include events, poster campaigns, websites, documentaries, newspaper articles, radio, TV, or 

theater. Meanwhile, there are wide range of topics in the situation of conflict in Western 

Sahara such as but not limited to the rights of refugees in Tindouf camps, Social, Political and 

Decolonization committe should demonstrate a grasp issue at hand with practical proposals.3 

 

1WolfBrown, “Ontario Arts Engagement Study” (San Francisco: WolfBrown, September 2011); Nordicity, “2012 
Canadian Interactive Industry Profile: Final Research Report” (Canadian Interactive Alliance (CIAIC), October 
2013): 36; Canadian Media Production Association et al., “Profile 2014: Economic Report on the Screen-based 
Media Production Industry” (Canadian Media Production Association, 2015): 36. 
2(2018, December 4). Essay on Importance of Education for Children and Students. Retrieved from 
https://www.indiacelebrating.com/essay/importance-of-education-essay/ 
3(2007, March 12). Awareness Raising. Retrieved from https://www.quora.com/Why-are-awareness-
campaigns-important 
 

 



 

5.5. Conflict in International Field 

The issue of Western Sahara has been suspended between the winds of war and vain attempts 

of dialogue. Since 1975, this dispute has opposed the Alawite Kingdom to the Polisario Front, 

backed by Algeria, and now weighs on international and regional levels. As a matter of fact, 

Sahara has been a thorn in the relations between Morocco and Algeria. 

The uncertain status of Western Sahara has outlined a radical opposition between the two 

governments, although the movements of the Arab Spring seem to make Morocco and Algeria 

go on an important, but weak rapprochement. The international community considers that this 

rapprochement could be a final solution to the territorial question. 

United by the fight against French colonialism, Morocco and Algeria became political and 

diplomat rivals after their respective independence. In 1963, the War of the Sand was a 

difficult moment of crisis between Rabat and Algiers. Algeria occupied the territories of 

Tindouf and Bechar, under Moroccan control in the colonial period, but the lack of a formal 

demarcation of border regions and the troops of both nationalities, deployed along the lane 

complicated the military confrontation. Morocco attempted to expand its influence in the 

areas occupied by Algeria because the strong Algerian soldiers rejected it. After three weeks 

of fighting, the Organisation of Africa Unity and The Arab League imposed a cease-fire. 

Unfortunately, tensions between the two States carried on and rekindled the conflict in 

Western Sahara1. The controversy dispute over Western Sahara has its origins in 1975 when 

Morocco annexed the Western Sahara (known as the Spanish Sahara) when Spain 

relinquished it. During the process of decolonization in Africa, the Polisario Front (the 

Popular Front for the Liberation of Saguia el-Hamra and Rio de Oro), which was born in 

1973, managed to impose a right to self-determination in the United Nations. A referendum 

remains the only ultimate and democratic tool to have independence2. The International Court 

of Justice granted self-determination to the Sahrawi people, but the referendum was 

postponed. The international impasse urges the King of Morocco, Hassan II, to announce the 

organization of the “Green March”, between October and November 1975, which was the 

time of the occupation of the Western Sahara. Rabat took control of Sanguia el-Hamra and the 

northern part of the Río de Oro. The rest of the area fell within the jurisdiction of Mauritania, 

which invaded the east side of Western Sahara3. 

While Africa gradually became independent from the Europeans, Western Sahara underwent 

domestic colonization. The Algerian authorities joined the Polisario Front with weapons and 

equipment, and displaced refugee camps located in a desert plateau called Hamada, near the 

Algerian town of Tindouf, to accommodate the Saharawis fleeing the Moroccan Army. The 

main interest of Algeria was to prevent Morocco – embarked on a policy of territorial 

expansion, especially in this area that provides phosphates and fossil materials – from having 

another outlet to the Atlantic Ocean. In the efforts to achieve statehood, the Front established 

the Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic (SADR), in 1976, at Bir Lahlou, a small town located 

in the northeast of Western Sahara, near the border with Algeria.  

 

 

1C. Finelli, Marocco – Algeria: le complicate relazioni bilaterali, “Equilibri”, 22 March 2012 – 
http://www.equilibri.net/nuovo/articolo/marocco-–-algeria-le-complicate-relazioni-bilaterali. 
2I. Panozzo, Il vallo del Sahara (1) – La storia del Frente Polisario, “Limes”, 15 October 2008 – 
http://temi.repubblica.it/limes/il-vallo-del-sahara-1-la-storia-del-frente-polisario/795. 
3I.K. Souaré, A. El Ouali, M. Khadad, Western Sahara: understanding the roots of the conflict and suggesting a 
way out, “Institute for Security Studies”, 17 December 2008 – 
http://dspace.africaportal.org/jspui/bitstream/123456789/31034/1/WEST_SAHARASITREP18DEC08.pdf?1. 

 
 



 
 

During the struggles, the Polisario Front fought against the Army of Mauritania – retired after 

reaching an agreement, in 19791– and of Morocco, which used the same strategy of the War 

of Sand: the tactic of fortified walls, known as berm, this Dutch word has come to mean “the 

earthen or sod wall”. The goal was to contain wide areas of the Sahara and reduce the 

Polisario Front’s freedom to maneuver2. 

 
In 1991, the cease-fire is signed in advance of the referendum. Thus, the United Nations 

launched the United Nations Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara to set the rules 

for the constitutional referendum: the right to vote and the range of options to choose from. In 

2000, the United Nations’ Secretary General, Kofi Annan, assigned his personal envoy, James 

Baker, to strike the balance between Morocco and the Polisario. Based on Baker’s proposals, 

the first version of the Baker Plan offered to the people of Western Sahara autonomy within 

the Moroccan State. Except for defense and foreign policy, all other decisions would be the 

responsibility of the local government. Morocco accepted the plan, but Algeria and the 

Polisario Front refused it. There was no trace of the legal status of the area. The Security 

Council of the United Nations rejected the Plan as well. James Baker proposed another plan 

(Baker Plan II) which provided for a referendum in four to five years’ time and offered the 

inhabitants a choice between independence, autonomy or complete integration with 

Morocco3. The Polisario Front accepted the Plan, Morocco opposed the inclusion of the 

option of independence to referendum. In 2007, Morocco submitted its autonomy plan for 

Western Sahara entitled Moroccan Initiative for Negotiating an Autonomy Statute for the 

Sahara Region to the Secretary-General, approved by the United States and the European 

Union. The Plan provided that the Saharan people would manage democratically their own 

affairs, they would have the financial resources needed to develop the region in all areas and 

participate actively in the economic, social and cultural life of Morocco. The Polisario Front 

rejected the plan and also presented to the Secretary-General a Proposal for a Mutually 

Acceptable Political Solution that Provides for the Self-Determination of the People of 

Western Sahara. This proposal insisted on the exercise of the right of the people of Western 

Sahara to self-determination4. 

This strategy, by the United Nations mediator, Christopher Ross, was a chance for finding a 

political solution to the Western Sahara issue. He tried to obtain greater support from 

interested countries, such as France or Spain, made several trips to the region for 

consultations5. The European Union focused on humanitarian aid, even if the role of the 

European Union in Western Sahara is a problem that cannot be separated from the interests 

that bind Europe and Morocco. This explains the reason why the Spanish government 

promotes the dialogue with the Moroccan authorities to resolve the problem of illegal 

immigration and terrorism, sacrificing the support for the Front. France has always supported 

the positions of Morocco, because of its historical ally.  

 

1Western Sahara, “Global Policy Forum” – https://www.globalpolicy.org/security-council/index-of-countries-
on-the-security-council-agenda/western-sahara.html.  
2I. Panozzo, Il vallo del Sahara (2) – Il referendum della discordia, “Limes”, 15 October 2008 – 
http://temi.repubblica.it/limes/il-vallo-del-sahara-2-il-referendum-della-discordia/796. 
3 A. Theofilopoulou, The United Nations and Western Sahara: a never-ending affair, “United States Institute of 
Peace”, 1 July 2006 – http://www.usip.org/publications/the-united-nations-and-western-sahara-never-ending-
affair. 
4Update report – Western Sahara, “Security Council Report”, No. 4, 18 April 2007 – 
http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/update-report/lookup-c-glKWLeMTIsG-b-2687487.php?print=true. 
5A. Arieff, Morocco: current issues, “Congressional Research Service”, 20 December 2011 – 
http://fpc.state.gov/documents/organization/180685.pdf; L. Attanasio, I saharawi tornano a sperare, “Limes”, 
29 January 2013 – http://temi.repubblica.it/limes/sahara-occidentale-i-saharawi-tornano-a-sperare-algeria-
marocco-spagna/41793. 



 

As for the United States, its administration seems to be moving in a direction of neutrality, 

because the cooperation with Morocco and Algeria are both functional in attempt to prevent 

the development of Islamic terrorist organizations in the area, considered endangered by the 

Washington. According to United Nations mediator, the first step to solve the problem is the 

detente of relations between Algeria and Morocco.1 

In this conflict, Algeria plays a marginal role. The Algerian National Liberation Movement 

shows an unconditional support to the Polisario not only because of the leader of the 

liberation groups, but also because Algiers could take an advantage of the independence of 

Western Sahara: Algeria would search for an outlet to the Atlantic Ocean and try to enclose 

south Morocco. Thus, Algeria would become the most powerful State in the Maghreb. The 

attack on Marrakesh in 1994, led the Moroccan King at the time, Hassan II, to enforce visa 

requirements on Algerian citizens wishing to visit Morocco. The Algerians responded by 

taking a similar measure against Moroccan citizens.As a result, the land borders between the 

two neighboring countries have been closed ever since2. The inability to reach an agreement 

on borders and on Western Sahara troubles both Algeria and Morocco, but it also excludes 

bilateral or regional economic cooperation through the Arab Maghreb Union (UMA) – the 

organization founded by representatives of Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya and Mauritania 

in 1989 – which sought to coordinate economic, political and security issues between the five 

founding states3. Moreover, the border closure weighs on the management of migration flows 

from Africa to Europe as the illegal traffic of drug and weapons and the growing presence of 

armed terrorist groups, including Al-Qaeda in the Maghreb4. 

Algeria and Morocco have never hidden their rivalry; nevertheless the Arab Spring seems to 

contribute to a rapprochement of bilateral relations. The overthrow of political regimes in 

Tunisia, Libya and Egypt should guide Rabat and Algiers to review their strategic role in 

Western Africa. They should create a 

new center of power in North Africa 

– without any international role of 

States like Egypt or Libya – and 

achieve a peaceful resolution to the 

frozen conflict of West Sahara, even 

if both countries want to control the 

territory. A never-ending story as 

long as Algiers continues to uphold 

the Sahrawi’s right to self-

determination and refuses any 

democratic process of international 

negotiations between Rabat and the 

Polisario Front5. 

 

1Update report – Western Sahara, “Security Council Report”, No. 4, 18 April 2007 – 
http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/update-report/lookup-c-glKWLeMTIsG-b-2687487.php?print=true. 
2A. Arieff, Morocco: current issues, “Congressional Research Service”, 20 December 2011 – 
http://fpc.state.gov/documents/organization/180685.pdf; L. Attanasio, I saharawi tornano a sperare, “Limes”, 
29 January 2013 – http://temi.repubblica.it/limes/sahara-occidentale-i-saharawi-tornano-a-sperare-algeria-
marocco-spagna/41793. 
3A. Arieff, Morocco: current issues, “Congressional Research Service”, 20 December 2011 – 
http://fpc.state.gov/documents/organization/180685.pdf. 
4A. Jacobs, G. Bajalia, Algeria at a crossroads: borders and security in North Africa, “Muftah”, 24 September 
2014 – http://muftah.org/algeria-crossroads-borders-security-north-africa/. 
5G. Dentice, Algeria 2014: la stabilità interna passa per le politiche regionali, “ISPI”, 17 April 2014 – 
http://www.ispionline.it/it/pubblicazione/algeria-2014-la-stabilita-interna-passa-le-politiche-regionali-10256. 



 

 

6. Milestones in Western Sahara Conflict 

• November 1884 – November 1885: At the Berlin Diplomatic Conference, Spain is 

recognised as the colonial power of present-day Western Sahara, considered as res nullius.   

• 1963: United Nations Special Committee on Decolonization declares Western Sahara a 

“non-self-governing territory to be decolonized” in accordance with General Assembly on 

resolution 1514 on 14 Dec. 1960.   

• December 1965: The United Nations General Assembly adopts its first resolution on 

Western Sahara, requesting Spain to decolonise the Territory (General Assembly resolution 

2072 (XX) of 17 Dec. 1965).   

• December 1966: The United Nations General Assembly requests Spain to organize a 

referendum on self-determination under United Nations supervision (General Assembly 

resolution 2229 (XXI) of 20 Dec. 1966). The demand is repeated each year from 1967 to 

1973.   

• 29 April 1973: The Frente Para la Liberación de Saguia Al Hamra y Rio de Oro 

(POLISARIO) is founded in Zouerate (Mauritania) with the purpose of obtaining 

independence for Western Sahara.   

• 10 May 1973: First military operation of POLISARIO against a Spanish garrison in Western 

Sahara was implemented.   

• December 1974: The Spanish census, a prerequisite for the self-determination referendum, 

registered 73 thousand 497 inhabitants of Western Sahara.                                            

• May – June 1975: A delegation of the United Nations Decolonization Committee visits the 

Territory, Morocco, Spain, Algeria and Mauritania.   

• October 1975: The Decolonization Committee issues a report requesting the UN General 

Assembly to enable the local population to choose their future in free and fair circumstances.   

• 16 October 1975: The International Courts of Justice publishes its advisory opinion on the 

status of the Territory before colonization by Spain. “… the Court has not found legal ties of 

such nature as might affect the application of resolution 1514 (XV) in the decolonization of 

Western Sahara and, in particular, of the principle of self-determination through the free and 

genuine expression of the will of the peoples of the Territory.”   

• 6 November 1975: Morocco launches the “Green March” (Al Massira); some 350,000 

Moroccans march a few kilometers across the border into the Territory of Western Sahara 

(Tah and Hagunia).   

• 14 November 1975: Spain, Mauritania and Morocco sign the Madrid Accords. Spain agrees 

to cede administrative control of the Territory to Morocco (northern two-thirds) and 

Mauritania (southern third), after a transitional tripartite administration period. The Saharan 

population begins to leave the cities to the open desert inland.1 

 

1MILESTONES IN THE WESTERN SAHARA CONFLICT Retrieved from https://minurso.unmissions.org/ 
LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=b67SKR4JLik%3D&tabid=9540&language=en-US 

 



• 28 November 1975: 67 of the 102 members of the djemaa (an assembly of notables 

appointed by the Spanish Government representing the Saharan tribes) dissolve the assembly 

in the so-called Proclamation of Guelta Zemmour.   

• 11 December 1975: The first Moroccan troops arrive in El Aaiún, (now known as 

Laayoune). Fighting erupts between Frente POLISARIO and Moroccan forces.   

• 20 December 1975: Mauritanian troops take over the cities of Tichla and La Güera (South of 

the Territory).   

• 27-29 January 1976 – First battle of Amgala happened between Moroccan and POLISARIO 

forces. Rabat denounces the presence, besides POLISARIO, of Algerian units. Algeria denies 

the allegations.   

• 26 February 1976: Spain officially withdrew from the Territory.   

• 27 February 1976: POLISARIO proclaimed the Saharawi Arab Democratic Republic 

(SADR) in Bir Lahlou. In Morocco-controlled Laayoune, a newly constituted djemaa voted 

for the integration of the Territory into Morocco.   

• 14 April 1976: Morocco and Mauritania divided the territory. Mauritania received the 

southern third (Dakhla region) and Morocco got the northern two thirds (Laayoune, Boujdour 

and Smara regions).   

• May 1976: The first refugee camps were established in Tindouf, Algeria.   

• October-November 1977: Operation Lamantine. French air and Special Forces launch an 

operation in support of Mauritania against POLISARIO. French troops remained in 

Mauritania until 1980.   

• 17-20 July 1979: At a Summit in Monrovia, Liberia, the Organisation of African Unity, 

OAU (currently African Union AU), launched a mediation initiative for a peaceful solution to 

the Western Sahara conflict by calling for a cease-fire and a referendum. The proposal was 

rejected by Morocco.   

• 15 August 1979: POLISARIO signed a cease-fire with Mauritania, in Algiers. Morocco took 

control of the most of the southern part of the Territory which was previously occupied by 

Mauritania.   

• 16 July 1980: The SADR formally applies for membership in the Organization of African 

Unity(OAU). 

• 1981: Morocco began the construction of the first of a series of defensive sand walls, 

‘berms’, stretching over 2,400 km in order to protect the Western part of the Territory.   

• 24-27 June 1981: At the 18th OAU Summit in Nairobi, King Hassan II expressed his 

willingness to held a referendum, with taking into account Morocco’s historical claims to the 

Territory.   

• February 1982: The SADR was admitted to membership in the OAU during the 69th 

Council of Ministers’ Conference. Morocco suspended its participation from the OAU.   
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• 12 November 1984: Morocco officially withdrew from OAU.   

• 1 July 1985 – 11 August 1988: A joint effort of good offices UN-OAU culminated in the 

presentation to Morocco and the POLISARIO of the ‘Settlement Proposals’ for a peaceful 

resolution of the conflict. These proposals are reiterated in the Secretary-General’s report 

S/22464, of 9 April 1991, and adopted by Security Council resolution 690 of 19 April 1991. 

They became known as ‘Settlement Plan’. 

 • 16 April 1987 – End of the construction of 6 th line of berm by the Moroccan Armed 

Forces.  

• 20 September 1988: Hector Gross Espiell (Uruguay) was appointed as first Special 

Representative of the Secretary-General for Western Sahara.   

• 7 October 1989 – POLISARIO launched a massive attack against Moroccan troops in Guelta 

Zemmour (Centre of Western Sahara) and Amgala.   

• 9 April 1991: United Nations Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara     

(MINURSO) was established by Security Council resolution S/1991/690. The Mission is 

mandated to implement the ‘Settlement Plan’: monitor the cease-fire, identify eligible voters 

for participation in the referendum, and create the conditions and modalities for the 

supervision and conduct of the referendum.  

• mid-August 1991 – Few days before the proclamation of the cease-fire, Morocco launched a 

heavy offensive against POLISARIO at Tifariti.   

• 6 September 1991: Following agreement with the parties, the United Nations Secretary-

General announced the ceasefire. Both sides suspended the military operations.  

• 14-16 September 1997: James Baker mediated the Houston Accords, which defined the 

compilation procedures for the electoral body, troop confinement, refugee repatriation and a 

code of conduct for the referendum.   

• 20 June 2001: The Secretary-General report (S/2001/613) submitted to the Security Council 

as being the Personal Envoy’s Draft Framework Agreement (a.k.a. the Baker Peace Plan, and 

then known as Baker Plan I). The plan envisaged the integration, with a degree of autonomy, 

of the Territory within Morocco. Morocco accepted it, but Frente POLISARIO rejected, and 

the Security Council proposed further negotiations between the parties.1 

• 19 February 2002: The UN Secretary-General’s report (S/2002/178) put forward four 

options to the Security Council:  

(1) implementation of ‘Settlement Plan’ without concurrence of the parties;  

(2) revision of Framework Agreement;  

(3) explore possible division of the Territory between the two parties;  

(4) termination of MINURSO, acknowledging that the UN “cannot resolve the problem 

without requiring one of the parties to do something it does not want to do.”  

The Security Council does not endorse any of the 4 options and asks the Personal Envoy to 

continue in the talks with parties. 

 
 
1MILESTONES IN THE WESTERN SAHARA CONFLICT Retrieved from https://minurso.unmissions.org/ 
LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=b67SKR4JLik%3D&tabid=9540&language=en-US 

 

 



• 30 July 2002: The UN Security Council Resolution (S/RES/1429 (2002) stated that it is 

ready to consider ‘any approach which provides for the self-determination’ of the people of 

Western Sahara.   

• 23 May 2003: The Secretary General presented a Peace Plan (a. k. a. the Baker Plan II) 

(S/2003/565). The Security Council supported the plan, which provided for the self-

determination of the people of Western Sahara after a three-year period of provisional 

administration by a governing body elected by the people listed in the PVLs. A referendum 

would allow to an electorate formed by the members of the PVLs and the residents in the 

Territory since 1999 to choose among independence, integration or autonomy within 

Morocco. POLISARIO, after some reservation, accepted it.   

• 31 July 2003: UN Security Council S/RES/1495 (2003) reaffirmed the Baker Plan (II) as the 

‘optimal political solution’.   

• 16 October 2003: UN Secretary-General, in his report (S/2003/1016), urged Morocco to 

accept and implement the plan.   

• 30 March 2004: The Internatioal Data Corporation formally concluded its activities. The 

files are currently safeguarded in the UN Headquarters in Geneva.   

• 23 April 2004: Morocco rejected the Baker Plan II by placing various limitations on it such 

as rejecting the transition arrangements and the option of independence. These are considered 

‘red lines’, which cannot be accepted by Rabat.   

• 6 November 2005: On the occasion of the 30 th Anniversary of the Green March, King 

Mohammed VI announced that a plan to grant autonomy to Western Sahara within Moroccan 

sovereignty, was under preparation.   

• 19 April 2006: Latest report of the Secretary-General to the Security Council (S/2006/249). 

The Secretary General, among other things, endorsed his Personal Envoy’s recommendation 

for direct negotiations among the parties, to be held without preconditions. The negotiations 

should have worked out a compromise that will produce a just, lasting and mutually 

acceptable political solution, providing for the self-determination of the people of Western 

Sahara. The Council and its individual members stated that they should have done all in their 

power to help negotiations get off the ground.   

• 28 April 2006: The Security Council in its resolution S/1675 (2006) reaffirmed its 

commitment to assist the parties to achieve a just, lasting and mutually acceptable political 

solution, which would provide for the self-determination right of the people in Western 

Sahara in the context of arrangements consistent with the principles and purpose of the 

Charter of the United Nations. Furthermore, the Council reiterated its call upon the parties and 

States of the region to continue to cooperate fully with the United Nations to end the current 

impasse and to achieve progress towards a political solution. Finally, the Council decided to 

extend the mandate of MINURSO until 30 October 2006.   

 

 

 

1MILESTONES IN THE WESTERN SAHARA CONFLICT Retrieved from https://minurso.unmissions.org/ 
LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=b67SKR4JLik%3D&tabid=9540&language=en-US 

 

 



• Oct. 2006: Morocco called for a UN OHCHR report critical of its human rights record in 

Western Sahara as biased in favour of the POLISARIO Front.   

• Dec. 2006: The Moroccan backed advisory council on Western Sahara (CORCAS) 

proposesd an autonomy, burying the prospect of independence, which was dismissed by 

POLISARIO. 

• 10 April 2007: POLISARIO submitted its proposal to the United Nations.   

• 11 April 2007: Morocco submitted its proposal to the United Nations.   

• 30 April 2007: The United Nations Security Council unanimously voted the Resolution 

1754, called on the parties to open direct talks, "in good faith and without preconditions". In 

the preamble of the Resolution, the Security expressed appreciation for the Moroccan 

proposals and take note of the POLISARIO’ document.   

• 18-19 June 2007: UN-sponsored talks between Morocco and POLISARIO delegations 

began in Manhasset (New York).   

• Mid- August: Second UN-sponsored talks between Morocco and POLISARIO (planned).   

• 10 -11 August 2007: Second UN-sponsored talks between Morocco and POLISARIO 

delegations began in Manhasset (New York).   

• 7-9 January 2008: Third UN-sponsored talks between Morocco and POLISARIO 

delegations began in Manhasset (New York).   

• 16-18 March 2008: Fourth UN-sponsored talks between Morocco and POLISARIO 

delegations begin in Manhasset (New York). 

( At the end of the UN-sponsored-talks both sides could not agree on any point or solution. ) 

7. Timeline of Key Events 

 

 

 



7. Major Parties Involved 

Polisario Front 

Today 45 countries around the world 

recognize the legitimacy of the 

Polisario over Western Sahara.1 

Support for the Polisario Front came 

mostly from newly independent 

African states, such as Angola and 

Namibia. Most of the Arab world 

had supported Morocco; only 

Algeria and Libya have, at different 

times, given any significant support to Polisario. Syria and South Yemen had supported the 

Polisario position on the conflict when they were all members of the Front of Refusal. 

Additionally, many third world non-aligned countries have supported the Polisario Front.2 

Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic 

Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic (SADR), also called as Saharan Arab Democratic 

Republic, is a self-declared state claiming authority over the disputed territory of Western 

Sahara, which is presently occupied by Morocco. The independence of the SADR has been 

recognized at various points by some 80 countries, although, beginning in the mid-1990s, a 

number of them withdrew or suspended their recognition. 

Under the Baker Plan which was 

created by James Baker, United 

Nations Secretary-General Kofi 

Annan's personal envoy to 

Western Sahara, the Sahrawi 

Arab Democratic Republic 

(SADR) would have been 

replaced with a five-year 

transitional Western Sahara 

Authority (WSA), a non-

sovereign autonomous region 

supervised by Morocco, to be 

followed by a referendum on independence. It was endorsed by the United Nations in 2003. 

However, as Morocco has declined to participate, the plan appeared to be unsuccesful.3 

In April 2007, the government of Morocco suggested that a self-governing entity, through the 

Royal Advisory Council for Saharan Affairs (CORCAS), should govern the territory with 

some degree of autonomy for Western Sahara. The project was presented to the United 

Nations Security Council in mid-April 2007. A stalemate over the Moroccan proposal led the 

United Nations, in an April 2007 "Report of the UN Secretary-General", to ask the parties to 

enter into direct and unconditional negotiations to reach a mutually accepted political 

solution.4 

1Shelley, Toby (2004). Endgame in the Western Sahara: What Future for Africa's Last Colony?. London: Zed 
Books. pp. 171–172. ISBN 1-84277-340-2. 
2 Arieff, Alexis (8 October 2014). "Western Sahara" (PDF). Congressional Research Service. Retrieved 24 October 
2016. 
3projects, C. to W. (2019, August 2). partially recognised state of Western Sahara. Retrieved from 
https://www.wikizeroo.org/index.php?q=aHR0cHM6Ly9lbi53aWtpcGVkaWEub3JnL3dpa2kvU2FocmF3aV9Bcm
FiX0RlbW9jcmF0aWNfUmVwdWJsaWM 
4Tomás Bárbulo, La historia prohibida del Sáhara Español, Destino, 2002, Pages 105–106 
 



Kingdom of Morocco 

Kingdom of Morocco is a sovereign state located in the Maghreb region of North Africa. It 

overlooks the Mediterranean Sea to the north and the Atlantic Ocean to the west. Morocco 

claims the areas of Ceuta, Melilla and Peñón de Vélez de la Gomera, all of them under 

Spanish jurisdiction.1 Its capital city is Rabat.  

Morocco claims the non-self-governing 

territory of Western Sahara, formerly 

Spanish Sahara, as its Southern 

Provinces. After Spain agreed to 

decolonise the territory to Morocco and 

Mauritania in 1975, a guerrilla war arose 

with local forces. Mauritania relinquished 

its claim in 1979, and the war lasted until 

a ceasefire in 1991. Morocco currently 

occupies two thirds of the territory, and peace processes have thus far failed to break the 

political deadlock.2 

Algeria 

Algeria sees itself as an “important actor” in the conflict,3and officially supports the right of 

the Sahrawi people to self-determination. The efforts that were invested by Algeria in the 

Western Sahara conflict, especially at the level of its international relations, are comparable to 

the ones of an involved party such as Morocco.4 

Although the United Nations officially 

considers Morocco and the Polisario 

Front as the main parties to the 

conflict, former United Nations 

Secretary-General Mr. Kofi Annan 

viewed Algeria as a stakeholder in the 

Western Sahara conflict and has 

invited Algeria, “to engage as a party 

in these discussions and to negotiate, 

under the auspices of my Kofi Annan's 

Personal Envoy”. Some third parties 

have called for both Morocco and 

Algeria to negotiate directly to find a solution for the conflict. Since the end of 2016, the 

United Nations has gathered stakeholders around roundtables organized in Geneva. The main 

novelty is that Algeria has been invited to these round tables. Algeria has refused to qualify 

itself as a "stakeholder" and has defined itself as an “observer”.5 

 

1"Ceuta, Melilla profile". BBC News. 2018. Retrieved 13 November 2018 
2projects, C. to W. (2019, August 17). country in North Africa. Retrieved from 
https://www.wikizeroo.org/index.php?q=aHR0cHM6Ly9lbi53aWtpcGVkaWEub3JnL3dpa2kvTW9yb2Njbw 
3Resolutions. Retrieved from https://www.un.org/documents/ga/docs/55/a55997.pdf 
4US Ambassador urges dialogue between Morocco and Algeria". Archived from the original on 8 January 2006. 
Retrieved 8 January 2012. 
5 "United – France Libertés – The Conditions of Detentions of the Moroccan POWs Detained in Tindouf 

(Algeria). P. 12" (PDF). Retrieved 18 February 2015 

 

 

 



Mauritania 

Mauritania, under the regime of Ould Daddah, had a weakened army which consisted of 3,000 

men,1that was unable to fend off the attacks. After repeated strikes at the country's principal 

source of income, the iron mines of 

Zouerate, the government was nearly 

incapacitated by the lack of funds and the 

ensuing internal disorder. Ethnic unrest in 

the Mauritanian Armed Forces also 

strongly contributed to the ineffectiveness 

of the army: forcibly conscripted black 

Africans from the south of the country 

resisted getting involved in what they 

viewed as a northern intra-Arab dispute, 

and the tribes of northern Mauritania often 

sympathized with Polisario.2 

 

Spain 

In 1884, Spain claimed a protectorate over the coast from Cape Bojador to Cap Blanc. Later, 

the Spanish extended their area of control. In 1958, Spain merged the previously separate 

districts of Saguia el-Hamra (in the north) and Río de Oro (in the south) to form the province 

of Spanish Sahara. 

Raids and rebellions that were being 

done by the indigenous Sahrawi 

population kept the Spanish forces out of 

much of the Spanish-claimed territory 

for a long time. Ma al-Aynayn started an 

uprising against the French in 1910 in 

response to French attempts to expand 

their influence and control in North-

West Africa. Ma al-Aynayn died in 

October 1910, and his son, El Hiba's 

forces were defeated during a failed 

campaign to conquer Marrakesh, and in 

retaliation French colonial forces destroyed the holy city of Smara in 1913.3 The city was 

promptly rebuilt and Sahrawi resistance continued for the following twenty years. The 

rebellious territory was finally subdued in 1934, after joint Spanish and French forces 

destroyed Smara for a second time. In 1956, the Ifni War, initiated by the Moroccan Army of 

Liberation, marked renewed conflict in the region; after two years of war, the Spanish forces 

regained control, again with French aid. However, unrest lingered among the region's 

population, and the Harakat Tahrir arose to challenge Spanish rule peacefully in 1967. After 

the events of the Zemla Intifada in 1970, when Spanish police forcibly disbanded the 

organization and "disappeared" its founder, Muhammad Bassiri, Sahrawi nationalism again 

swung towards militarism. 

 
1"Argelia acusa la derrota de Angola". ABC (in Spanish): 41. 1976-02-07. Retrieved 2012-07-24. 
2Anouar Boukhars; Jacques Roussellier (18 December 2013). Perspectives on Western Sahara: Myths, 
Nationalisms, and Geopolitics. Rowman & Littlefield Publishers. p. 77. ISBN 978-1-4422-2686-9. 
3Cities, Western Sahara. "Smara :: History of the town". www.sahara-villes.com. Retrieved 12 May 2018. 
 

 



France 

The metropolitan area of France extends from 

the Mediterranean Sea to the English Channel 

and the North Sea, and from the Rhine to the 

Atlantic Ocean. It is bordered by Belgium, 

Luxembourg and Germany to the northeast, 

Switzerland and Italy to the east, and Andorra 

and Spain to the south. The overseas 

territories include French Guiana in South 

America and several islands in the Atlantic, 

Pacific and Indian oceans.1 

French strategy originates from the Cold War, when the Western leaders feared another 

Soviet stronghold in Africa. France has, consequently, stuck to the policy of preventing 

further instability in North Africa and has done her best to contain the conflict without 

changing the status quo. Paris frequently sends incredibly strong messages to the world to 

ignore the problem despite the ongoing humanitarian crisis.2 

European Union 

The Western Sahara conflict has been embedded in a regional struggle with international 

implications, involving most of the key regional actors, as well as outside powers seeking to 

balance their interests with all parties concerned. Thus, the Western Sahara is at the centre of 

any foreign policy towards the Maghreb region, and this is the case for the European Union, 

with France and Spain as central actors. For Europe, the historical links with the proximity of 

the continent to the Arab and Muslim worlds require the closest attention and a strong 

independent foreign policy. The European Union has important strategic and economic 

interests but also political concerns in the North Africa region. There are different focusing 

points on the evolution of European Union policy towards the conflict and the actions taken 

by the Member States under the influence of the key actors in this issue: France and Spain. It 

also has to be emphasized upon the limited role of the Member States European Union due to 

a complex policy making-process, as well as the existence of many participants.3 As it is 

demonstrated, the weaknesses of the European Union foreign policy are not only due to the 

structure of the Union but also as a result of each state having to defend its own interests and 

preserve them bilaterally. It is clear that the conflict resolution, if conducted to its conclusion 

within the United Nations framework, would provide the European Union with a capacity to 

resolve conflicts within the international system and an opportunity to affirm its intrinsic 

external policy, when its overall foreign policy appears scattered if not atomised by the 

different influences pursued by its member states. Considering the Maghreb's geographical 

proximity to Europe and the general approach to solving issues at the European Union level, 

this could constitute a breakthrough for an external policy in the making, contrasting with the 

negligible influence of the EUuropean Union regarding the Middle East peace process.4 

1projects, C. to W. (2019, August 22). republic with mainland in Europe and numerous oversea territories. 
Retrieved from 
https://www.wikizeroo.org/index.php?q=aHR0cHM6Ly9lbi53aWtpcGVkaWEub3JnL3dpa2kvRnJhbmNl 
2Włodarski, R. J. (2018, June 15). [2018] Relations between EU and Western Sahara – Disgraceful Disunity. 
Retrieved from https://www.thenewfederalist.eu/relations-between-eu-and-western-sahara-disgraceful-
disunity 
3(1990, July 8). EU in Sahara. Retrieved from 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/233432031_The_Position_of_the_European_Union_on_the_Weste
rn_Sahara_Conflict 
4European Parliament votes to extend EU-Morocco Agreement to Western Sahara despite ECJ ruling. Retrieved 
from https://www.guengl.eu/european-parliament-votes-to-extend-eu-morocco-agreement-to-western-
sahara-despite-ecj-ruling/ 

 



Organization of African Unity 

The Organization of African Unity (OAU) was postcolonial Africa’s first continent-wide 

association of independent states. Founded by thirty-two countries on May 25, 1963, and 

based in Addis Ababa.1 

Organization of African Unity’ Charter stated that the organization’s purposes included the 

promotion of the unity and solidarity of African states; defense of their sovereignty, territorial 

integrity, and independence; and the eradication of all forms of colonialism from Africa. 

Member states were to coordinate and harmonize their policies in various areas, including 

politics and diplomacy, economics, transportation, communications, education, health, and 

defense and security.2 

The long-standing Western Sahara dispute which has plagued the Organization of African Unity 

finally came to a head in August, 1982, when, as a consequence of the admission of the Saharan 

Arab Democratic Republic to the Organization earlier in the year, the Nineteenth Summit 

Conference have been held in Tripoli. Following a Moroccan-inspired boycott, an insufficient 

quorum existed to allow the meeting to proceed. The Western Sahara dispute has emphasised 

some of the shortcomings of the Organization.3 Although it may have been initially assumed 

that the Organization was better suited to handle this dispute, it was handicapped by the 

intransigent attitudes of the parties to the dispute. Threats to cancel membership of the 

Organization was prevented when the Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic secured membership 

of the Organization of African Unity in February, 1982.4 

African Union 

African Union (AU) member states are 

more divided than ever over the 

longstanding Western Sahara conflict. 

This was evident during the two 

coinciding conferences on the issue held 

by the Southern African Development 

Community (SADC) and Morocco in 

March 2019. Clearly, the Western 

Sahara issue is set to be a major 

challenge for the Peace and Security 

Council (PSC) in the coming months. 

Several members of Council supported 

Western Sahara, while others side with 

Morocco, which is also a member of the council. The final declaration of the conference that 

was organized to find a solution regarding to Western Sahara raised a number of important 

issues. As has been the case in African Union documents in the past, the declaration describes 

Western Sahara as ‘the only territory in Africa under colonial rule, and support for the self-

determination and decolonisation of the region whilst urging Morocco to respect colonial 

borders, as they existed at the time of independence, as enshrined in the African Union 

Constitutive Act’.5 

1(OAU).", "O. of A. U. (2019). Organization of African Unity (OAU). Retrieved from 
https://www.encyclopedia.com/social-sciences-and-law/political-science-and-government/international-
organizations/organization-african-unity 

2Aims and Objectives of OAU. Retrieved from https://www.encyclopedia.com/social-sciences-and-law/political-
science-and-government/international-organizations/organization-african-unity#A 
3A chronological account of the handling of the Western Sahara dispute by the OAU is provided by R. 
Weexsteen "L'OUA et la question Saharienne", (1978) 17 Annuaire de PAfrique duNord 213. 
4J. N. (1982, February 10). The Organization of African Unity and the Saharan Arab Democratic Republic. 
5Africa's divisions over Western Sahara could impact the PSC - Western Sahara. Retrieved from 
https://reliefweb.int/report/western-sahara/africa-s-divisions-over-western-sahara-could-impact-psc 



 

Arab Maghreb Union 

Arab Maghreb Union is a trade agreement aiming for economic and future political unity 

among Arab countries of the Maghreb in North Africa. Its members are the nations of Algeria, 

Libya, Mauritania, Morocco and Tunisia.1 The Union has been unable to achieve tangible 

progress on its goals due to deep economic and political disagreements between Morocco and 

Algeria regarding, among others, because of the issue of Western Sahara.2 

The political integration of the Maghreb remains as the biggest challenge. The main reason 

behind this is the long lasting tensions between Algeria and Morocco over the Western 

Sahara. It shows that mistrust and hostility are at the core of the relations between the two 

Maghreb countries since the Sands War in 1963. For instance, the year 1994 was marked by 

terrorist attacks in Marrakech, and the Moroccan authorities accused Algeria of being 

responsible for these attacks. As a result, Morocco unilaterally imposed an entry visa to 

Algerian citizens. The Algerian authorities responded by closing their borders. Although the 

2005 meeting between President Abdelaziz Bouteflika, former president of Algeria, and the 

King of Morocco, Mohammed VI, led to the cancellation of entry visa between the two 

countries, the border remains closed. And since 1994, no Arab Maghreb Union summit was 

held, leaving the Union unachieved and in a deadlock.3 

Despite these challenges, a number of high-level events took place in the past two years, 

which has reshuffled the old dynamics and could lead to new policy outcomes for the future 

of the Arab Maghreb Union. For instance, the United Nations have organised two round 

tables discussions about the disputed Western Sahara with all the parties involved: 

Mauritania, Algeria, Morocco and the Polisario front. The second round table was organised 

in line with the provisions adopted in 2018 and set out in Resolution 2440 of the United 

Nations Security Council, as an additional step in the search for a fair and mutually acceptable 

solution. In addition, the Personal Envoy of the United Nations Secretary-General for Western 

Sahara, Horst Köhler, has already suggested a third round table. Secondly, on November 6 

2018, on the occasion of the 43rd anniversary of the Green March, King Mohammed VI 

called on Algeria for a dialogue in order to appease the situation by proposing the creation of 

a “joint political mechanism for dialogue and consultation”.4 

Arab League 

Efforts to gain support in the Arab World for the idea of a Greater Morocco did not receive 

much support despite efforts in the early 1960s to enlist the Arab League for its 

cause.Morocco's expansionist ambitions caused strains, including a temporary rupture of 

relations with Tunisia. The Moroccans have been more successful regarding the Western 

Sahara. Unlike the Organization of African Unity which has strongly backed Western 

Sahara's right to self-determination, the Arab League has shown little interest in the area.5 

 

1Francesco Tamburini, L'Union du Maghreb Arabe, ovvero l'utopia di una organizzazione regionale africana, en 
"Africa", N. 3, 2008, p. 405-428 
2projects, C. to W. (2019, August 19). trade agreement among Arab countries of the Maghreb in North Africa. 
Retrieved from 
https://www.wikizeroo.org/index.php?q=aHR0cHM6Ly9lbi53aWtpcGVkaWEub3JnL3dpa2kvQXJhYl9NYWdocm
ViX1VuaW9u 
3Le Quotidien d'Oran. 2003. La Libye dément avoir financé un plan présumé de coup d'État en Mauritanie. 21 
December. p 9 
4May Barth. Retrieved from https://www.bic-rhr.com/research/regionalism-north-africa-arab-maghreb-union-
2019#_ftn9  
5Zunes, Stephen. "Algeria, the Maghreb Union, and the Western Sahara stalemate. – Arab Studies 
Quarterly (ASQ) – Nbr. 173". Law-journals-books.vlex.com. Retrieved 22 March 2014. 
 
 



United Nations 

The United Nations has long been engaged in the search for a peaceful solution to the 

conflict over Western Sahara. On 16 August 2017, the Secretary-General appointed Mr. 

Horst Köhler as his Personal Envoy for Western Sahara to continue the search for a 

negotiated settlement under United Nations auspices.1 

 In April 2018, in its resolution 2414, the 

United Nations Security Council reaffirmed 

its full support for the intention of the 

Secretary-General and his Personal Envoy to 

relaunch the negotiating process with a new 

dynamic and a new spirit with the aim of 

reaching a mutually acceptable political 

solution, which will provide for the self-

determination of the people of Western 

Sahara in the context of arrangements 

consistent with the principles and purposes 

of the Charter of the United Nations. The 

Council further called upon the neighbouring 

countries, Algeria and Mauritania, to make 

important contributions to this process and 

to increase their engagement in the 

negotiating process.2 

Amid continued diplomatic efforts to 

resolve the conflict, a United Nations 

peacekeeping mission, the United 

Nations Mission for the Referendum in 

Western Sahara (MINURSO), has 

remained on the ground monitoring the 

cease fire and providing a stabilizing 

presence. MINURSO was deployed in 

1991 to oversee a cease-fire and a 

United Nations settlement plan; 

however, disagreements between the 

two parties prevented the holding of the 

anticipated referendum on the territory’s 

future. 3 

 
 
 
 
 
1Personal Envoy Western Sahara | Department of Political and Peacebuilding Affairs. Retrieved from 
https://dppa.un.org/en/mission/personal-envoy-western-sahara 
2western sahara | UN News. Retrieved from https://news.un.org/en/tags/western-sahara-0 
3UN Documents for Western Sahara. Retrieved from https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/un-
documents/western-sahara/ 
 
 

 



 

 

9. Points that should be considered 

• First of all, delegates are expected to understand and interiorize all the qualifications 

of Western Sahara territory with considering its history. By doing so, it would be 

possible to comprehend the underlying reasons and historical development of the 

Conflict. 

• Second of all, one of the most crucial issues which delegates should have an 

information about is “Relations between States”. Connections between countries 

with their policies and approaches to the conflict should be understood to provide a 

collective and efficient way out for the solution process. 

• Thirdly, as it is mentioned in the Study Guide as well, there were political intifadas 

related to the subject. In order for you to have a relevant approach for the prescribed 

title, it is important to examine all the reasons and consequences of these uprisings. 

• Fourthly, after the pre-conflict process is adopted, situation in our present day and 

the strategic importance of the conflict should be figured out, and the problems 

which are existing because of aforementioned reasons need to be resolved. In order 

for you to do that, effects of conflict and approaches of States have to be examined. 

For instance; 

o Dividing the Western Sahara Region 

o Future of territory from the political framework 

o Relinquishing military activities 

o Demilitarizing process of region 

o Reconsidering ceasefire or referendum process 

o Solutions for long term for the government system of Western Sahara 

o Usage of existent mechanisms such as but not limited to MINURSO 

o Political interests of States on the region 

 

still remain as most crucial problems that need to be resolved efficiently in the most 

urgent way from the political perspective for the Western Sahara Conflict. 

 

• Fifth of all, social structure of the territory is one of the most significant topics that 

need to be recuperated. If delegates understand the situation of region before, 

during, and after the conflict, it would be possible to solve the consequences of the 

war in terms of social development. For instance, 

o Effects of Conflict on the region physically and its reconstruction process 

o Situation of Public and their physical and mental health 

o Cross-cultural influence because of colonization system 

o Refugee Crisis 

o Situation of displaced people who are in exile and their humanatarian aid 

o People who are living in Tindouf Refugee Camps in Algeria, and their need of; 

▪ Education 

▪ Humanatarian Aid 

▪ Health oppourtunities 

▪ Occupation 

▪ Reintegration process to the Society 

remain as the most major issues which our world suffers from in our present day. 



 

• Sixth of all, delegates are expected to understand the effects of Conflict on the 

international area. In order for you to that, first you have to examine the countries’ 

point of views to the situation, and then provide common solutions for international 

field. 

• Seventhly, once the political and social impacts of the Conflict have been improved, 

delegates would be able to organize awareness-raising activities that are related to 

history of the war and providing information on ways to prevent it. By doing so, 

future generations would be informed and offer solution suggestions about the 

situation. 

• Finally, delegates should understand the chronological sequence of events and 

previos actions that were being done to resolve the issue in order to propose long-

term solutions and have an improved-approach for the Conflict. In order for you to 

do that, delegates can examine the part about the “Milestones in the Western Sahara 

Conflict”and “Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue”. 

10. Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue 

• United Nations Security Council Resolution 380 

United Nations Security Council Resolution 380, adopted on November 6, 1975, noted 

that the situation in Western Sahara had seriously deteriorated. The Council regretfully 

noted that, despite resolution 377, which is about to maintain peace for the Western 

Sahara region, question of territory is still unresolved.1 The Resolution goes on to 

deplore the holding of the Green March and to call on Morocco to immediately withdraw 

all the participants in the march from Western Sahara. The Council ends by calling upon 

Morocco and all other parties concerned to cooperate fully with the Secretary-General.2 

▪ You can find Resolution 380 via 

http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-

4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/MINURSO%20SRES380.pdf 

• United Nations Security Council Resolution 621 

United Nations Security Council Resolution 621, adopted unanimously on 20 September 

1988, after hearing a joint report by the Secretary-General and Organisation of African 

Unity (OAU), the Council noted an agreement between Morocco and the Frente Polisario 

on 30 August 1988 to the joint proposals by the Secretary-General and Organization of 

African Unity. The Council noted its anxiety to those efforts to support a referendum for 

self-determination of the people of Western Sahara, organised and supervised by the 

United Nations in conjunction with the Organization. In this vein, the resolution decided to 

appoint a Special Representative for Western Sahara, requesting the Secretary-General to 

transmit a report on the holding of a referendum in Western Sahara and ways to ensure 

the organisation of such a referendum by the United Nations and Organization.3 

▪ You can find Resolution 621 via  

http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-

8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/MINURSO%20SRES621.pdf 

1projects, C. to W. (2018, September 2). United Nations Security Council resolution. Retrieved from 
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/United_Nations_Security_Council_Resolution_380 
2UNSCR Search engine for the United Nations Security Council Resolutions. Retrieved from 
http://unscr.com/en/resolutions/380 

http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/MINURSO%20SRES380.pdf
http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/MINURSO%20SRES380.pdf
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3projects, C. to W. (2017, September 23). United Nations Security Council resolution. Retrieved from 
https://www.wikizeroo.org/index.php?q=aHR0cHM6Ly9lbi53aWtpcGVkaWEub3JnL3dpa2kvVW5pdGVkX05hdG 

 

 

• United Nations Security Council Resolution 658 

United Nations Security Council Resolution 658 adopted unanimously on 27 June 1990,1 

after recalling Resolution 621 (1988) and noting a report by the Secretary-General on the 

situation in Western Sahara, the Council approved the Secretary-General's 

recommendations regarding a settlement of the issue. Though not established until 

Resolution 690 (1991), the agreement arising from Resolution 658 concerned a plan 

whereby the United Nations would supervise a ceasefire between Morocco and the 

Polisario Front and conduct a referendum in which the people of Western Sahara would 

decide between self-determination or integration with Morocco that later became 

known as the United Nations Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara.2 

▪ You can find Resolution 658 via 

http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-

8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/MINURSO%20SRES658.pdf 

• United Nations Security Council Resolution 690 

United Nations Security Council Resolution 690, adopted unanimously on 29 April 1991, 

after recalling resolutions 621 (1988) and 658 (1990) and noting a report by the 

Secretary-General on the situation in Western Sahara, the Council approved the report 

and decided to establish the United Nations Mission for the Referendum in Western 

Sahara (MINURSO) in accordance with the Secretary-General's recommendations. The 

Mission was to implement the Settlement Plan for a referendum of self-determination 

for the people of Western Sahara.3 The Council called upon Morocco and the Polisario 

Front to co-operate with the Secretary-General and the Mission, expressing its full 

support to him and the Organisation of African Unity for their efforts. It also decided that 

the transitional period will begin no later than sixteen weeks after the General Assembly 

approves the budget of MINURSO. In May 1991, the General Assembly approved the 

budget.4 A ceasefire came into effect on 6 September 1991, and MINURSO was extended 

since then. 

▪ You can find Resolution 690 via 

http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-

8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/MINURSO%20SRES690.pdf 

 

 

1UNSCR Search engine for the United Nations Security Council Resolutions. Retrieved from 
http://unscr.com/en/resolutions/658 
2projects, C. to W. (2017, September 25). United Nations Security Council resolution. Retrieved from 
https://www.wikizeroo.org/index.php?q=aHR0cHM6Ly9lbi53aWtpcGVkaWEub3JnL3dpa2kvVW5pdGVkX05hdG
lvbnNfU2VjdXJpdHlfQ291bmNpbF9SZXNvbHV0aW9uXzY1OA 
3Eur (2004). The Middle East and North Africa 2004 (50 ed.). Routledge. p. 833. ISBN 978-1-85743-184-1. 
4A/RES/45/266 – Financing of the United Nations Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara". United 
Nations General Assembly. 17 May 1991. 
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• United Nations Security Council Resolution 1495 

United Nations Security Council Resolution 1495 adopted unanimously on 31 July 2003, 

after recalling all previous resolutions on the situation in Western Sahara, particularly 

Resolution 1429 (2002), the Council extended the mandate of the United Nations 

Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara (MINURSO) until 31 October 2003 and 

supported the Baker Plan put forth by James Baker III, who was at that time the Special 

Representative for Western Sahara of the Secretary-General Kofi Annan, as a 

replacement of the 1991 Settlement Plan.1 The resolution, adopted after significant 

changes to the original draft,2 was welcomed by the Polisario Front, which supported the 

Baker Plan, but not by Morocco, which resisted it.3 

 

▪ You can find Resolution 1495 via 

http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-

8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/MINURSO%20SRES1495.pdf 

 

• United Nations Security Council Resolution 1783 

United Nations Security Council Resolution 1783 was unanimously adopted on 31 

October 2007.4The Security Council extended the mandate of the United Nations Mission 

for the Referendum in Western Sahara (MINURSO) for six months, until 30 April 2008. In 

the unanimously adopted resolution 1783 (2007), the Council, taking note of the two 

rounds of negotiations held under the auspices of the Secretary-General and welcoming 

progress made by the parties to enter into direct negotiations, called upon the parties to 

continue those negotiations without preconditions and in good faith with a view to 

achieving a just, lasting and mutually acceptable political solution, which would provide 

for the self-determination of the people of Western Sahara in the context of 

arrangements consistent with the principles and purposes of the Charter of the United 

Nations.5 

▪ You can find Resolution 1783 via 

http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-

8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/MINURSO%20SRES1783.pdf 

 
 
 
 
 
1"Security Council extends mandate of Western Sahara mission, calls on parties to work towards acceptance of 
Special Envoy's peace plan". United Nations. 31 July 2003. 
2Bamford, David (31 July 2003). "UN agrees Sahara peace deal". BBC News. 
3"Morocco Rejects Latest UN Peace Plan for Western Sahara". AllAfrica.com. 1 August 2003 
4"Security Council extends western sahara mission until 30 april 2008, Unanimously adopting resolution 1783 
(2007)". United Nations. October 31, 2007. 
5projects, C. to W. (2017, June 29). United Nations Security Council resolution. Retrieved from 
https://www.wikizeroo.org/index.php?q=aHR0cHM6Ly9lbi53aWtpcGVkaWEub3JnL3dpa2kvVW5pdGVkX05hdG
lvbnNfU2VjdXJpdHlfQ291bmNpbF9SZXNvbHV0aW9uXzE3ODM 
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• United Nations Security Council Resolution 1920 

United Nations Security Council Resolution 1920 adopted unanimously on April 30, 2010, 

after reaffirming all previous resolutions on the Western Sahara. Council discussed 

prospects for a settlement of the dispute and extended the mandate of the United 

Nations Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara (MINURSO) until April 30, 2011.1 

The Security Council reaffirmed its commitment in assisting Morocco and the Polisario 

Front for a lasting, mutually acceptable solution which provides for self-determination 

for the people of Western Sahara.2In this regard, full co-operation was required from the 

concerned parties and neighbouring states in the region with the United Nations. It 

noted proposals submitted to the Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon by both parties and 

invited them to demonstrate their political will to resolve the conflict. At the same time, 

several rounds of negotiations were also recognised, and stressed the need for both 

sides to adhere to their obligations to make progress on the "human dimension" of the 

conflict. The resolution anticipated family visits by land and by air, with full co-operation 

with the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. It was recognised that the 

status quo was unacceptable, and welcomed the commitment of both sides to continue 

negotiations for the benefit of the people in the territory. Both parties were then urged 

to adhere to the military agreements reached with MINURSO regarding a ceasefire.3The 

parties were called upon to continue to show political will and continue unconditional 

negotiations under the auspices of the Secretary-General. Assistance was from other 

countries was invited in this regard, including funding for confidence-building measures 

such as family visits. 

▪ You can find Resolution 1920 via 

http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-

8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/MINURSO%20S%20RES%201920.pdf 

• Houston Agreement 

The Houston Agreement was the result of negotiations between the Polisario Front and 

Morocco on the organization of a referendum, which would constitute an expression of 

self-determination for the people of Western Sahara, possibly leading to full 

independence or integration within Morocco. The talks were conducted during 1997 in 

Houston, United States, under the auspices of United Nations representative James 

Baker, using the framework of the 1991 Settlement Plan. The agreement was supposed 

to lead to a referendum in 1998, after it had been prevented from taking place in 1992 as 

originally envisioned. The Baker Accord was signed at Baker Institute of Public Policy at 

Rice University under the aegis of United Nations Security Council between 14th and 16 

September 1997 in Houston and came to be known as Houston Accord.It was the first 

time in the peace process that any agreement was signed between the rival parties. 

Morocco wanted to augment the voter list based on the census taken during the Spanish 

time of 1970s, while Polisario rejected the proposal, leading to the prevention of 

referendum of the accord.4  

▪ You can find Accord via https://undocs.org/S/1997/742 

1"Security Council extends by one year mandate of United Nations Mission for Referendum in Western Sahara". 
United Nations. April 30, 2010. 
2"UNSC extends W Sahara mandate". Press TV. May 1, 2010. 
3 "Security Council renews UN mission in Western Sahara for another year". Xinhua. May 1, 2010. 

http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/MINURSO%20S%20RES%201920.pdf
http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/MINURSO%20S%20RES%201920.pdf
https://undocs.org/S/1997/742


4projects, C. to W. (2019, August 16). Houston Agreement. Retrieved from 
https://www.wikizeroo.org/index.php?q=aHR0cHM6Ly9lbi53aWtpcGVkaWEub3JnL3dpa2kvSG91c3Rvbl9BZ3JlZ 
 

 

11. What should your resolution cover? 

 

A Resolution paper which includes applicable solution suggestions for all the 

problems in our present day should concern both political actions and social 

precautions. Regarding to solutions for political actions; 

• Delegates are expected to find a solution for demilitarizing the region with a 

referendum or a ceasefire. 

• Delegates are urgently expected to have an action about dividing Western 

Sahara Region with an agreement or Treaty. 

• Delegates also should reconsider relevant attempts to resolve the issue, and 

extend their mandates if necessary. 

• Delegates also should take an action about the effects of conflict for the 

international field. Negotions or Peace Talks can be provided if necessary. 

• Regarding to the solutions for long-term, delegates have to provide a system 

for the government of Western Sahara. 

• Delegates also might take an action concerning to money laundering 

activitites in the region such as creating a new inspection service. 

  

In addition to political actions, social precautions and reconstruction process are 

also most crucial issues at hand. Thus, regarding to social precautions; 

• Delegates are expected to take an action about the reconstruction process of 

Western Sahara with creating a programme. 

• Delegates also should consider the situation of public in terms of both their 

mental and physical health with establishing centers by the help of the Non-

Governmental Organizations. 

• Delegates are also expected to take an action about cross-cultural influence 

on the region with organizing seminars. 

• Refugee Crisis is one of the most major issues on the region. That’s why, 

delegates are encouraged to provide ways for the displaced people in terms 

of their protection in their displacement process. 

• It is highly recommended to take an urgent action regarding to humanatarian 

aid and basic needs of people who are displaced because of Western Sahara 

Conflict and have tol ive in Tindouf Refugee Camps including their education, 

occupation, health services and reintegration process. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

12. Further Reading 

If you would like to do further research related to Western Sahara Conflict, these are 

the documents and websites that are recommended by your President Chair. 

1)https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/un-documents/western-sahara/ 

2) https://culturesofresistancefilms.com/ws-timeline 

3) http://mediterraneanaffairs.com/the-international-effects-of-the-western-sahara-

conflict/ 

4) https://www.wsrw.org/a117x520 

5) https://education.seattlepi.com/western-saharamorocco-conflict-5889.html 

6) https://freedomhouse.org/blog/western-sahara-dispute-drags-after-27-years-

limbo 

7) https://minurso.unmissions.org/ 

8) http://wsaforum.org/ 

9) https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-14115273 

10) https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/wi.html 

11) https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-15747941 
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