
  



Most Esteemed Participants 

 

         I am Ümit Berke Tosunoğlu, a 12th grade student in Engin Akad 

Anatolian High School and I shall serve you as Under-Secretary General 

and President Chair of JCC: War of Roses committee for Nevmun’19. 

With my best regards I welcome you all. 

  

       Throughout my entire MUN career I have always been and known as 

an enthusiastic and ambitious delegate who pushes his chance for better 

oppurtunities all the time and who takes what he bites. One thing that my 

experiences teached me is that if you do teamwork in JCC’s you shall 

almost win and enjoy everytime.  So I believe if we work together, if we 

discuss and make joint plans and last but not least if we never diviate from 

teamwork together we shall have the intense taste of pure enjoy and 

competition. 

  

      As the Joint Crisis Comittee: War of Roses, we will fight over 

England and for the Throne. We are going to change the history of 

England and most likely the course of history. In the end of four days if 

all goes well, actually not for everyone, we shall have a clear result and a 

winner dynasty. 

  

      As last I must say that I am looking forward to see you in Nevmun’19 

and I sincerely believe that you all going to make this JCC quiet enjoyable 

and we will see many “outstanding moves”  ‘till the end of 4 days. 

 

 

In case if you have any questions contact me via my e-mail: 

umt_btsn@hotmail.com 

mailto:umt_btsn@hotmail.com


 
Introduction to the Committee 
   

    Jcc committees are quiet unique when we compare them with other 

debate focused committees. It’s a committee where delegates take action 

and change the course of history. It has quiet independent of procedure 

of itself and it is more action focused. There are two opposite cabinets 

who are trying to have a superiority on each other. While doing so 

delegates will face many crises and they will try to solve them by 

cooperating and writing directives. There are varieties of crises such as: 

Wars, Politics, Food shortage, in short everything that you can imagine 

can be a crisis. The role of delegates are evaluate the situation and choose 

the solution with the best outcome. 

      In this conferance we shall fight over England. We will fight for our 

birthrights for our benefits. The soils will be red with the bloods of 

peasants, nobles, knights. All for what they believe, what they claim for: 

The Throne of England. 

Introduction to the Topic 

      The War of Roses ( 1455-1485 ) is a war between the House of 

Lancasters and the House of Yorks ( Also known as “Plantagenets”) to 

gain power and the throne of England. It has been named as “War of 

Roses” since the red roses symbolize Lancasters while white roses 

symbolize Yorks. Both dynastasies’ family roots was connected with III. 

Edward and that is the reason how that both dynastasies have the required 

birthrights on the throne of England. 



 
Background 
Hundred Years War (1337-1453) 
    Hundread Years War was a war between England and France which 

lasted from 1337 until 1453. The war has 3 different phrases: 

Edwardian, Caroline, Lancastrian. 

    It all began right after the death of IV. Charles the King of France. 

There were no heirs to the throne and that was the perfect time to shine 

for the King of England III. Edward since his family roots was 

connected to French dynastasy and that is why he demanded his rights on 

the Throne of France. Yet he got rejected by French nobility and they 

chosed VI. Philippe as the King of France instead of him. That 

eventually led to a throne fight between VI.Philippe and III. Edward 

which is going to end with the clear victory and superiority of III. Edward. 

In the end of this fight both sides signed the Treaty of Brétigny in 1360. 

According the treaty England gained huge amount of territory in France 

including northern and southern sides of France in exchange for Edward 

withdrawed his demands on the French Throne. That is the end of 

Edwardian phase. 

                                  

              Edward The III.                            Philippe The VI. 

 



 

  

       Despite this treaty the superiority of England was not going to 

continue for so long since after his ascendance to the French Throne, V. 

Charles rebuilt his navy and continued to fight against England. That is 

the Caroline phrase of war and that phrase ended in 1389 by the Treaty 

of Leulinghem. 

 



 

       This phase is the Lancastrian phase of war. When the year was 1415 

V. Henry was on the Throne of England and there were minor internal 

conflicts for Throne in France. V. Henry saw the oppurtunity and attacked 

to the Normandy region of France. He won several conflicts and in 

conclusion war ended with an English superiority and the Treaty of 

Troyes. This treaty ended the battle by assuring a marriage alliance 

between England and France which would allow Henry’s heirs to inherit 

the French Throne Later on. 

 

Yet war was not over. Majority of French Nobles rejected and ignored 

the Treaty of Troyes and resumed the war. In time the tide of war turned 

in favor for France and at the same time internal conflicts in England was 



getting intense. Eventually that caused the VI.Henry to cease the war 

against France and focus on internal affairs. 

 

 

     I mentioned about Hundred Years War because the results of this 

war are quiet important for War of Roses since England lost the war 



while they were in a Lancaster’s command and this gave birth to some 

powerful doubts against VI. Henry. 

Houses 
House of Plantagenets 
    House of Plantagenets had it is orgins in a cadet branch of the orginal 

counts of “Anjou”, the dynastasy established by Fulk I of Anjou at the 

beginning of tenth century. They were such a succesful dynastasy that 

they ruled England from 1154-1485 by giving fourteen kings which are 

the legends, best of the best in England’s history including II. Henry and 

his son Richard the Lionheart who lead the Third Crusade against Saladin 

into Jerusalem and many many more like aforementioned kings. They 

were such a succesful dynastasy, they were unrivalled. Later Plantagenets 

divided into the House of Yorks and the House of Lancasters which 

descended through different sons of III. Edward. The Yorkist king III. 

Richard was last of his house. He died in the Battle of Bosworth Field. 

The Male line Plantagenets became extinct in 1499 by the execution of 

Edward, Earl of Warwick, Son of George, Duke of Clarence, in the reign 

VII. Henry, the first Tudor.       

                   

             Henry The II.                                Richard The Lionheart 



 
 

 

    House of York 
 

    The House of York, a branch of the Plantagenet family produced 3 

Kings of England- Edward IV, the boy king Edward V and Richard 

III. They descended in the male line from Edmund of Langley, 1st 

Duke of York, who was the fourth surviving son of Edward III, but 

were also descended in the senior line from Edward being cognatic 

descendants (through the female line) of Lionel, Duke of Clarence, 

Edward's second surviving son. The Yorkist claimants therefore 

held a senior claim to their Lancastrian rivals according to cognatic 

primogeniture but a junior claim according to agnatic 

primogeniture. Edmund of Langley, 1st Duke of York (1341 - 1402), 

the founder of the House of York, was the fourth surviving son of 

Edward III. He had two sons Edward, Duke of York, who died at 

Agincourt and Richard, Earl of Cambridge. The Yorkist dynasty 

based their claim to throne through the marriage of his younger 

son, Richard, to Anne Mortimer, great-granddaughter of Lionel of 

Antwerp, the second son of Edward III. Richard, Earl of Cambridge 

was executed by the Lancastrian king Henry V for his involvement 

in a plot to depose the Lancastrian King Henry V in favour of his 

brother-in-law, Edmund, Earl of March, the appointed heir of 

Richard II. When Edmund later died his claim to the throne 



devolved on his sister Anne Mortimer. The dukedom of York and 

the Mortimer claim to the throne passed to her son, Richard 

Plantagenet. Richard Plantagenet, Duke of York produced four 

surviving sons, Edward, Earl of March (1442-1483), who succeeded 

to the throne as King Edward IV in 1461. Edmund of Langley, Earl 

of Rutland (b.1443), who was killed at the Battle of Wakefield along 

with his father in 1460. George Duke of Clarence, Shakespeare's, 

'false, fleeting, perjured Clarence', who was famously drowned in a 

butt of malmsey in the Tower of London in 1478 and Richard, Duke 

of Gloucester (1452-1485). Edward IV left the crown to his young 

son, Edward V, the elder of the so called 'Princes in the Tower', but 

the throne was usurped by his uncle, Richard Duke of Gloucester, 

who ascended the throne as Richard III (1452-1485). The young 

Edward V and his brother, Richard, Duke of York, disappeared into 

the depths of the Tower of London and were never seen alive again. 

Richard III was killed in battle at Bosworth Field in 1485. The new 

king, Henry VII, who represented the Lancastrian line, married 

Edward IV's eldest daughter Elizabeth of York, thereby uniting the 

claims of both houses in the person of their son, King Henry VIII. 

                                                                    



                                 House of York 
                                            

 
 
 



House of Lancaster 
 

    The House of Lancaster, a branch of the Plantagenet family, descended 

from John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster, the third surviving son of King 

Edward III, produced 3 Kings of England- Henry IV (1367 -1413), Henry 

V (1386 - 1422) and Henry VI (1421 - 1471). 

   The first Earl of Lancaster was Edmund Crouchback, younger son of 

King Henry III, Edmund's son Thomas inherited his father's estates in 

1296, but was executed in 1322 after he joined a baronial rebellion against 

his cousin Edward II and his titles and estates were forfeited to the crown. 

In 1326, Thomas' younger brother Henry successfully petitioned to take 

possession of the Earldom of Lancaster and Parliament posthumously 

reversed Thomas's conviction. On Henry's death in 1345 his titles and 

estates passed to his son, Henry of Grosmont, who was elevated to Duke 

of Lancaster by Edward III. Henry had no sons to succeed him but left 

two daughters, Maud and Blanche of Lancaster. Blanche was married to 

Edward III's son John of Gaunt, who inherited his possessions and ducal 

title through right of his wife. On Gaunt's death in 1399, his lands were 

confiscated by King Richard II. Gaunt's exiled son and heir Henry of 

Bolingbroke returned to England with an army and took control of the 

Kingdom. Richard II was deposed and Henry of Bolingbroke was 

declared King Henry IV. His son, Henry V, was a successful medieval 

martial ruler. He conquered France in re-assertion of the claim to the 

French throne he inherited from Edward III and bequeathed to his infant 

son, the ill-fated Henry VI, two kingdoms and an inheritance that was to 

prove impossible to maintain. 

    In 1453, at the age of 32, Henry VI began to exhibit signs of serious 

mental illness. By means of a "sudden fright" he entered into a trance-like 

state reacting to and recognizing no one. Catatonic schizophrenia or 

depressive stupor have been suggested as a likely diagnosis. This was 

probably an inheritance from his maternal grandfather, Charles VI of 

France, who himself suffered from bouts of schizophrenia. His cousin 



Richard, Duke of York, who possessed a slightly senior claim to the 

House of Lancaster according to cognatic primogeniture, was made Lord  

Protector, but later laid claim to the throne for himself and his 

descendants. York was killed at the Battle of Wakefield in 1460, after 

which the Yorkist claim devolved on his eldest son, Edward Earl of 

March. Edward deposed Henry VI and was crowned Edward IV in 1461. 

Henry's young son, Edward, the Lancastrian Prince of Wales was killed 

during or after the Battle of Tewkesbury in 1471, Henry VI met his death 

in the Tower of London, on the night of the Vigil of the Ascension, 21st 

-22nd May, 1471. The demise of his son at Tewkesbury had sealed his 

fate. While Edward of Lancaster still lived, he had rendered the removal 

of Henry pointless. The demise of Henry VI and the Beaufort male line 

left Margaret Beaufort, and her son, Henry Tudor, as the senior 

representatives of the House of Lancaster. When the last Yorkist king, 

Richard III was killed in battle at Bosworth Field in 1485. The new king, 

Henry VII, who represented the Lancastrian line, married Edward IV's 

eldest daughter Elizabeth of York, thereby uniting the claims of both 

houses in the person of their son, King Henry VIII. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
                            House of Lancasters 



 

 

The Wars Of Roses 
 

    King VI Henry was not as succesful as his predecessors. He had issiues 

with ruling the kingdom, taxes, villagers, merchants and nobles and this 

was a chance to claim on throne for Yorks. Henry VI. was married with 

the French princess Margaret of Anjou who is an ambitous princess and 

a person who does whatever it takes to protect her authority and power 

over the kingdom. Opposition nobles was led by Duke of York, Richard 

who is descanded from Edward the III. thus he had his claim on the 

throne. When VI. Henry started to have seizures of insanity in 1454 

Richard have been appointed as Protector of Realm. His first act was to 

dismiss some of the Queen’s Lancastrian advisors which caused great bad 

feeling. The King recovered some months later and York was summarily 

dismissed. The weak, sick king was unable to control his ambitious queen 

on one side, and the Yorkist Earl of Warwick, the ‘kingmaker’, on the 

other side.Both sides started to recruit soldiers and prepare for war. Many 

soldiers had just returned from the Hundred Years War in France, so 

recruiting trained men to fight was easy. 

                                                             

Battle Chronology 
 

22 May 1455 Battle of St. Albans: A Yorkist victory which caused the 

reappointment of Duke of York as the Protector of Realm and also caused 

death of Duke of Sumerset. Duke of York dismissed in 1456 by Quenn 

Margaret. Queen Margaret fuelled anti-Yorkist sentiment at court. 

Richard, Duke of York’s influence was undermined and he was excluded 

from the royal council.                  

 

23 September 1459 Battle of Blore Heath: a Yorkist Victory.      



 

12 October 1459: Battle of Ludford Bridge. This time, a Lancastrian 

victory. The Queen declared Yorkist property and lives forfeit. Richard 

of York fled to Ireland. 

         

10 July 1460: Battle of Northampton. A Yorkist victory; King Henry VI 

captured. Massacre of prisoners ordered by the Earl of Warwick. The 

Queen fled to Wales. 

 

10 October 1460. The return of Richard of York who was declared heir 

to the throne. In response, the Queen raised a new army. 

 

30 December 1460. Battle of Wakefield. The Yorkists were defeated and 

Richard, Duke of York, was killed. He was succeeded by his son Edward. 

 

2 February 1461: Battle of Mortimer Cross. Richard of York’s son 

Edward, Earl of March was victorious. 

 

17 February 1461: Second Battle of St Albans. A victory for the House 

of Lancasters. Henry VI. Rescued.  

  

4 March 1461. Edward of York, Edward IV, proclaimed king in London. 

 

9 March 1461. Battle of Towton. Another Yorkist victory for The Earl of 

Warwick. Flight of King Henry, Queen Margaret and the Prince of Wales 

to Scotland.  

  



24 June 1465: Henry VI captured and imprisoned in the Tower of 

London. 

 

1 May 1470. After quarrelling with Edward IV, Warwick the Kingmaker 

fled to France There he joined forces with Queen Margaret before 

returning to England and restoring the Lancastrian Henry VI to the throne 

on 13th October. 

 

14 March 1471. The Yorkist King Edward fled to France, returning with 

a small army. 

 

14 April 1471. Battle of Barnet. A victory for Edward’s Yorkist army. 

Warwick the Kingmaker killed. 

 

4 May 1471. Battle of Tewkesbury. A defeat for the Lancastrian army, 

led by Queen Margaret and the Prince of Wales. The Prince of Wales was 

killed and the queen was captured. 

 

21- 22 May 1471. Henry VI was killed in the Tower of London. Henry 

Tudor, the Earl of Richmond and Lancastrian claimant to the throne, fled 

to France.The Yorkist Edward IV was now the undisputed king. 

 

9 April 1483. Death of Edward IV, succeeded by his young son Edward 

V. 

 

June 1483. Edward V and his brother declared illegitimate by Parliament. 

Richard Duke of Gloucester, brother of Edward IV, asked to take the 

throne as Richard III 

 



Probably summer of 1483. Murder of Edward V and his brother in the 

Tower of London. 

 

7 August 1485. Henry Tudor, last of the Lancastrians, landed at Milford 

Haven in Wales. 

 

22 August 1485. Battle of Bosworth. King Richard III killed and the 

Lancastrian Henry Tudor became King Henry VII.Henry married 

Elizabeth of York thus uniting the two houses, and founded the Tudor 

dynasty. The Tudor Rose includes both red and white roses to symbolise 

the uniting of the Houses of York and Lancaster. 

                                                                 Rose of Tudor 

 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Characters 
 

Lancasters 
 

KING HENRY VI: Son of Henry V and grandson of Henry IV, Henry VI 

is a child at the beginning of the play and grows to be an ineffectual king. 

EDWARD: The prince of Wales and son of Henry VI and Queen  

Margaret, Edward is born late in the play and never advances to the 

throne. 

DUKE OF GLOUCESTER: Uncle of Henry VI and younger brother of 

Henry V, Gloucester is protector of England while Henry is an infant. He 

is arrested on trumped-up charges of treason and is murdered.          

DUKE OF BEDFORD: Uncle of Henry VI, Bedford is the regent of 

France. 

THOMAS BEAUFORT: Duke of Exeter and great-uncle of Henry VI. 

HENRY BEAUFORT: The great-uncle of Henry VI, Beaufort is the 

bishop, later cardinal, of Winchester. A lifelong enemy of Gloucester, he 

conspires in his death and dies unrepentant. 

EARL OF SUFFOLK: Through arranging the marriage of Margaret to 

Henry VI, Suffolk puts himself in a position of enormous power and is 

elevated to the rank of duke. He and the queen are lovers, but he is later 

banished and murdered. 

MARGARET: The daughter of the French Reignier, Margaret marries 

King Henry VI becoming the queen of England. She is not popular with 

much of the English citizenry, but she is a powerful force behind the 



Lancastrian struggles to keep the throne, for both her husband and her 

son. 

 

 
Yorks 
 

RICHARD PLANTAGENET: Son of the late Richard, earl of 

Cambridge, he becomes duke of York and claims to be the rightful heir 

to the throne occupied by Henry VI. He is killed, but his son becomes 

King Edward IV. 

EDWARD: Earl of March and son of York, he later becomes King 

Edward IV. 

EDMUND: Son of York and Earl of Rutland, he is killed in battle. 

GEORGE: Son of York and later duke of Clarence. 

RICHARD: Son of York and later duke of Gloucester, Richard, after the 

conclusion of this play, becomes King Richard III. 

EARL OF WARWICK: Named Richard Neville, he is the son of the earl 

of Salisbury. Known as the king-maker, he switches allegiances in the 

war, whenever it suits his purposes. 

EDMUND MORTIMER: Earl of March and uncle of Plantagenet, 

Mortimer spends much of his adult life in jail after his supporters try ot 

place him on the throne as the rightful heir. York’s family pledges to carry 

out his request that the throne be restored to them 


