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Welcome letter from the Chair  

Dear delegates,  

   

 It is my very great pleasure to welcome you all in the Special Political and Decolonization Commmittee of 
Nevzat Ayaz Model United Nations 2019. My name is Ayşegül, i’m currently a junior and i will be serving 
as your as your chair in the SPECPOL Committee.  

  This guide contains evedy single headline that we want you to discuss regarding the issue during the 
conference. I would encourage you to start studying as soon as possible in order to be well prepared when 
the time comes. Also, please do not limit your studies with the study guide. I only compiled the important 
detailes of articles and news from various sources in order to make the studying process easier for you. I 
hope you’ll have an efficient time while working on the issue. See you on 5th!  

With kindest regards,  

Chair of SPECPOL  

Ayşegül Zengin  

Committee: GA 4 Special Political and Decolonization Committee  

Issue: Demilitarization of Arctic  

Student Officer: Ayşegül Zengin  

KEY VOCABULARY  

Arctic: The regions around the North Pole.  

Demilitarization: The action of removing military forces from an area.  

Armament: Military weapons and equipment.  

  



 

Background of the Issue  

  Land within the Arctic region has seasonally varying snow and ice cover, with predominantly treeless 
permafrost (permanently frozen underground ice) containing tundra. Arctic seas contain seasonal sea ice in 
many places.  
The Arctic region is a unique area among Earth's ecosystems. For example, the cultures in the region and the 
Arctic indigenous peoples have adapted to its cold and extreme conditions. Life in the Arctic includes 
organisms living in the ice, zooplankton and phytoplankton, fish and marine mammals, birds, land animals, 
plants and human societies.Arctic land is bordered by the subarctic.  

 The Arctic includes sizable natural resources (oil, gas, minerals, fresh water, fish and if the subarctic is 
included, forest) to which modern technology and the economic opening up of Russia have given significant 
new opportunities. The interest of the tourism industry is also on the increase.  
The Arctic contains some of the last and most extensive continuous wilderness areas in the world, and its 
significance in preserving biodiversity and genotypes is considerable. The increasing presence of humans 
fragments vital habitats. The Arctic is particularly susceptible to the abrasion of groundcover and to the 
disturbance of the rare breeding grounds of the animals that are characteristic to the region. The Arctic also 

holds 1/5 of the Earth's water supply.  

The eight Arctic nations (Canada, Kingdom of Denmark [Greenland & The Faroe Islands], Finland, Iceland, 
Norway, Sweden, Russia, and USA) are all members of the Arctic Council, as are organizations representing 
six indigenous populations. The Council operates on consensus basis, mostly dealing with environmental 
treaties and not addressing boundary or resource disputes.  
Though Arctic policy priorities differ, every Arctic nation is concerned about sovereignty/defense, resource 
development, shipping routes, and environmental protection. Much work remains on regulatory agreements 
regarding shipping, tourism, and resource development in Arctic waters.  
Research in the Arctic has long been a collaborative international effort, evidenced by the International Polar  
Year. The International Arctic Science Committee, hundreds of scientists and specialists of the Arctic 
Council, and the Barents Euro-Arctic Council are more examples of collaborative international Arctic 
research.  



  No country owns the geographic North Pole or the region of the Arctic Ocean surrounding it. The 
surrounding six Arctic states that border the Arctic Ocean—Canada, Kingdom of Denmark, Iceland, 
Norway, Russia, and the United States—are limited to a 200 nautical miles exclusive economic zone (EEZ) 
off their coasts. Two Arctic states (Finland and Sweden) do not have direct access to the Arctic Ocean.  
Upon ratification of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, a country has ten years to make 
claims to an extended continental shelf beyond its 200 nautical mile zone. Due to this, Norway,  
Russia ,Canada and the Kingdom of Denmark launched projects to establish claims that certain sectors of the 
Arctic seabed should belong to their territories.  
On 2 August 2007, two Russian bathyscaphes, MIR-1 and MIR-2, for the first time in history descended to 
the Arctic seabed beneath the North Pole and placed there a Russian flag made of rust-proof titanium alloy. 
The flag-placing during Arktika 2007 generated commentary on and concern for a race for control of the 
Arctic's vast hydrocarbon resources.  

  Map of the Arctic region showing the Northeast Passage, the Northern Sea Route within it, and the 
Northwest Passage.  
Foreign ministers and other officials representing Canada, the Kingdom of Denmark, Norway, Russia, and 
the United States met in Ilulissat, Greenland on 28 May 2008 at the Arctic Ocean Conference and announced 
the Ilulissat Declaration, blocking any "new comprehensive international legal regime to govern the Arctic  
Ocean," and pledging "the orderly settlement of any possible overlapping claims."  
As of 2012, the Kingdom of Denmark is claiming the continental shelf based on the Lomonosov Ridge 
between Greenland and over the North Pole to the northern limit of the Russian EEZ.  
The Russian Federation is also claiming a large swath of seabed along the Lomonosov Ridge but, unlike 
Denmark, confined its claim to its side of the Arctic.  
   In August 2015, Russia made a supplementary submission for the expansion of the external borders of its 
continental shelf in the Arctic Ocean, asserting that the eastern part of the Lomonosov Ridge and the 
Mendeleyev Ridge are an extension of the Eurasian continent. In August 2016, the UN Commission on the 
Limits of the Continental Shelf began to consider Russia's submission.  
Canada claims the Northwest Passage as part of its internal waters belonging to Canada, while the United 
States and most maritime nations regards it as an international strait, which means that foreign vessels have 
right of transit passage.  

  



 

Countries and Groups Involved  

The Arctic Council  

 The Arctic Council is a high-level intergovernmental forum that addresses primarily environmental 
protection and sustainable development issues in the Arctic region. The eight founding nations (Canada, 
Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Russia, Sweden, the US) of the 1991 Arctic Environmental Protection 
Strategy comprise the Member States of the Arctic Council.  

European Union  

  With three of its member states being the Arctic States (Sweden, Finland, Denmark) the European Union 
claims for a permanent observer status within the Arctic Council. However, it firmly opposes the concept 
of an “Arctic treaty”, stating that “the full implementation of already existing obligations, rather than 
proposing new instruments should be avoided.” Its interest is to keep the balance between the preservation 
of Arctic environment and the need for sustainable use of potential resources.  

North Atlantic and Treaty Organization (NATO)  

  Considering that five of its member nations (Canada, Denmark, Iceland, Norway, United States) are Arctic 
countries, NATO is relatively favourable toward the Arctic Council. One of its goals is to ensure the security 

and safety of all its members as well as to promote peaceful collaboration among these nations  



Russian Federation  

  Russia views the Arctic region as an area of vital importance to the country’s economic and strategic 
interests. The Arctic is, on the one hand, a fundamental supply of resources, producing 11% of the nation’s 
GDP. On the other hand, it provides Russia with access to three oceans and military bases, which grants 
numerous advantages in terms of geographical position. Therefore, Russia strongly opposes the 

internationalization of the Arctic; it also plans to arrange special military forces in the region  

Canada  

  The prime minister of Canada announced the creation of two military bases in the Canadian Arctic. In order 
to emphasize the willpower of Canada to maintain its sovereignty in the Arctic, he also declared that eight 
patrol vessels would be built and deployed to the region. Likewise, Canada considers the attempts of the US 
and the EU that support freedom of navigation in the Arctic as questions to Canadian jurisdiction, especially 
regarding navigation safety in the Northwest Passage. Canada believes that the passage is part of its internal 
waters and thus should be regulated by the Canadian national law.  

Germany  

  Germany is one of the European Union countries that are in the Arctic Council as permanent observers and 
has multiple economic and ecological interests in the region. The German navy is considered one of the 
largest in the world and the prospect of new maritime routes, especially the opening of the Northwest 
Passage, is attractive because it means economical savings and travel time cutbacks. Thus, Germany 
endorses the need of maritime freedom. Through technological and military cooperation, Germany wants to 
fortify the EU’s position and, for this matter, has already signed agreements for joint military manoeuvres in 
the High North with Nordic states  

Sweden  

  From all the Arctic countries, Sweden was the last to make its own strategic policy, in May 2011. Its main 
policy is based on three fundamental points: climate and environment, economic development and living 
conditions for people in the region. Sweden craves for a wider line of attack to the question of economic 
sustainable development of the natives of the Arctic, especially the Śmis, which the country has cultural 
bonds. The economic factor is recurrent in its policy strategy, as Sweden is keen to endorse a very wide 
assortment of economic activites, but the Scandinavian country also highlights the value of respecting 
international law when exploring natural resources.  

United Kingdom  

  United Kingdom is also a permanent observer of the Arctic Council. It is also devoted to sustain the 
European Union position in the matter. The British government has officially stressed that the country has 
a strong environmental, political, economic and scientific interest in the region and that it is willing to 
assist with technology and expertise. United Kingdom is clearly interested in the new shipping routes as 
well as the new sources of energy. British-based oil companies are already showing great curiosity in this 
new economic frontier.  

Iceland  

  Iceland sustains that it should be recognized as a major player in the matter of the Arctic, and all political 
parties of the country have agreed that the region is a priority in Iceland foreign policy. However, the 
Arctic Council does not consider this country as a coastal state and in formal meetings Iceland is not 
recognized as such. In 2011, Iceland’s parliament approved an Arctic strategy that focuses in 



environmental issues, natural resources, maritime routes, the questions of natives and cooperation with 
other states. It is also interesting to observe that Iceland’s President, Ólafur Ragner Grimsson, announced in 
2013 the formation of the Arctic Circle, an organization that will bring together many international players 
in the Arctic to further discuss the issue. This initiative was well perceived internationally.  

United States of America  

  Shortly before leaving the presidency, George Bush issued a presidential directive dedicated to the United 
States Arctic Policy, emphasizing the strategic significance of the Arctic for the United States in relation to 
the missile defence and early warning systems. The United States also implied that it is also entering the 
scientific and military race for sovereignty over parts of the Arctic. Nevertheless, the US has always 
supported the need for freedom of navigation in the Arctic Ocean, focusing on the fact that its vessels have 
the right of international navigation both through Northwest Passage and straights along Northern Sea Route.  

Denmark  

  Denmark is engaged in a territorial dispute with Canada over the status of the Hans Island in the Kennedy  
Channel. The fact that it is the only Nordic country that is a member of both NATO and EU shows that 
Denmark is generally supportive of cooperation in the Arctic and the idea of freedom of passage. Denmark 
is, however, only tied to the Arctic because of its special relation with Greenland and the Faroe Islands.  

Norway  

  The Kingdom of Norway is the only Scandinavian country to have direct access to the Arctic region.  
Norwegian territories in the high Arctic include the Svalbard archipelago and the island of Jan Mayen in the 
Norwegian-Greenland Sea. In consequence, Norway’s Arctic focus is devoted principally to issues such as 
resource management, the environment, and maritime transport, which is uncommon for other European 
countries. Norway is also committed to developing the Arctic cooperation further, and welcomes the EU’s 
involvement in Arctic governance. On the issue of militarization, Norway is aware of Russia’s increased 
military presence in the Arctic region, and observes with concern Russian bombers flying near the 
Norwegian coast  
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