
                                 Letter from the Chairboard 

Most esteemed participants, 

It is a great honour for us to welcome you all to Nevzat Ayaz Model United Nations Conference 2019. 

We are Hüseyin KARAHASANOĞLU and Yiğit BATKI, we will be helping you as your committee 

directors during this conference. 

Nowadays, world is growing with a tremendous speed and this circumstance causes unfortunately 

critical problems for our world. Poverty, fascism, ignorance, terrorism… These are the only ones that 

we could see from the media, there are much more problems for us that we must solve and reach 

the prosperity in the end. 

We are abundantly excited and glad to be the Committee Directors of the United Nations Security 

Council in NEVMUN’19. 

In this critical committee, delegates will be working hard to address two important humanitarian 

crisis, Yemen Crisis and Donbass War.We sincerely believe that a full understanding of the past with 

its achievements and stains can help us to develop a better future. Therefore, We are advising the 

delegates of UNSC play their part. 

When our delegates have any academic inquiry regarding this committee, do not hesitate to contact 

us via huseyinkho2002@hotmail.com or batkiyigit@gmail.com 

Regards, 

Hüseyin KARAHASANOĞLU & Yiğit BATKI 

Committee Directors responsible for United Nations Security Council 

Introduction to the Committee 
 
The Security Council was established in 1945. It is the United Nations’s mostpowerful body with one 
task: a board which determines and acts upon threats to peace and acts aggression. Five powerful 
countries sit as “Permanent Members” (The USA, Russia China, France and The UK.) The security 
council generally consisted of 11-15 permanent members and six non-permanent members elected 
by the United Nations General Assembly for two year terms. In 1965 Security Council’s membership 
increased to 15,including the original 5 permanent members and 10 non-permanent members. Each 
member has a vote. In some conditions The Council can resort to imposings anctions or even 
authorize the use of force to maintain or restore international peace and security. Security Council’s 
every existing committees and working groups has 15 members too. The committes of the council is 
chairing by the council’s president. 

 

 

Agenda Item 1: Yemen Crisis 
 
Key Terminology  
 
Agression: A settingupon with violence,anattack 

Election: The choice of a leader or representative by popular vote 
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Sanction: An approval by an authority, generally one that makes something valid 

The Shiite Houthi Movement: The name is taken from the group’s founder, Hussein 

Badreddin al-Houthi, a prominent and influential north Yemen cleric and formermember of 

parliament. The group, which was created in the 1990s, is officially known as Ansar Allah, or 

supporters of God, and is affiliated with the Zaydi sect of Shia Islam. 

Cholera: Cholera is an infection of vibriocholerae in the smallintestine, which can easily 

spread to fatalpopulationsaffected by natural disasters. 

Gulf Of Aden: It is located between the Arabian Peninsula and the Somali Peninsula on the 

African Continent.  It is an extension of the Indian Ocean and connects the Red Sea with the 

Indian Ocean.  It contains many kinds of fish and corals.  The Gulf of Aden is one of the main 

places of piracy in the world. 

 

Introduction to the Topic 
 
Yemen's civil war began in 2015 between the Houthi armed movement and Abdrabbuh 

Mansur Hadi led the Yemeni government. Shiite rebelswhichrelated to Iran and a history of 

risingagainst the Sunni governmenttookcontrol of Yemen's capital and largest city Sanaa, 

demandedlower fuel prices and a new government. Following failednegotiations, the rebels 

captured the presidential palace in January 2015. They lead the President Abd Rabbu 

Mansour Hadi and his government to resign. 

Beginning in March 2015 a coalition of Gulf states led by Saudi Arabia launched a campaign 

of economicisolation and airstrikesagainst the Houthi insurgents, with U.S. logistical and 

intelligence support. 

Hadi rescinded his resignation and returned to Aden in September 2015 and fighting has 

continued since. A UN effort to broker peace talksbetween allied Houthi rebels and the 

internationally recognized Yemeni governmentstalled in the summer of 2016. As of 

December 2017, Hadi has reportedly been residing in exile in Saudi Arabia. 

The intervention of regionalpowers in Yemen's conflict, including Iran and Gulf states led by 

Saudi Arabia, threatens to draw the country into the broader Sunni-Shia divide. Numerous 

Iranian weapons shipments to Houthi rebels have been intercepted in the Gulf of Aden by a 

Saudi navalblockade in place since April 2015. In response, Iran has 

dispatcheditsnavalconvoy, which further risksmilitaryescalationbetween the two countries. 

In 2016, the United States conducted an estimated 35 strikes in Yemen in 2017, it 

conductedabout 130. In April 2016, the United States deployed a small team of forces to 

advise and assist Saudi-led troops to retake territory from al-Qaeda. In January 2017, a US 

Special Operations Forcesassaulted in central Yemen killed one Us service 

memberseveralsuspected al-Qaeda affiliated fighters and an unknownnumber of Yemeni 

civilians. 

Negotiations scheduled to take place in Geneva, Switzerland last September, failed to take 

placedue to the Houthi delegation's absence while the civil war continues at full pelt. At the 

same time the international coalition, led by Saudi Arabia, announced the temporary closure 



of Yemen's land, sea and air borders. After this event, the world's heaviest humanitarian crisis 

started as the United Nations called it. Reaching the basic needs of civilians was precluded. 

According to UN data, 22 million 200 thousandpeople are in need in 28 million countries 

because of the war that has been going on for more than 3 years and more than 2 million 

Yemenis have to leave their homes and migrate to other cities within the country and at least 

10 thousandpeople died. more than 30 percent of the coalition 's airstrikes were non – military  

targets. 

There are about 300,000 asylumseekers and refugees, many of whom have migrated to 

Somalia and Ethiopia. 

Boys are forced into arms by groups and girls are forced into earlymarriage to survive. One- 

quarter of school-age children are devoid of education and close to 2,500 schools are damaged 

or cannot be given education. 

 

WHO says the choleraoutbreakaffects more than 500,000 peopledue to lack of cleanwater and 

lack of access to medical facilities. 

One of the main reasons for the lack of access to cleanwater by the Yemenis is the Arabian-

led coalition'sattack on the watering plant and the waterstation that supplieswater to Hudeyde. 

It is recorded that conjectural 2000 people died in a year due to the outbreak in 2016. Aid 

organizations warn that the scarcity problem in the country might be not prevented. 

According to the British newspaper The Independent, more than 50,000 children in Yemen is 

about to die because of hunger. 

 

 



 

The United States is deeply invested in combating terrorism and violent extremism in Yemen, 

having collaborated with the Yemeni government on counter terrorism since the bombing of 

the USS Cole in 2000. Since 2002, the United States has carried out over two hundred strikes 

in Yemen. While Houthi rebels do not pose a direct threat to the United States, their attacks 

on Saudi Arabian infrastructure and territory threaten an important U.S. partner. 

The unrest in Yemen is not a single conflict but is instead a mosaic of multifacetedregional, 

local, and international power struggles that are the legacy of recent and long-past events. The 

following mapsaim to illustrate key aspects of this civil war and Yemen's historical divisions. 

Expansion of Houthis 

The Houthis revealed of Yemen's mountainous far north in 2004 from ‘Believing Youth,' a 

revivalist Zaidi Shi'a movement fuelled by local fears of encroachment by Sunni ideologies. 

First times of fight was largely limited to the Houthi strongholds in mountainous areas in 

Saada, it soon spread to northern areas of Amran and western areas of al Jawf. The 

Houthisgainedcontrol of Saada province during the unrest in Yemen in 2011 inspired by the 

Arab uprisings. In September 2014, theyseized Sanaa, and swiftlyexpandedtheircontrol south 

to Ibb province and west to al-Hudayda. 

Following President Hadi's forcedresignation in 2015, the Houthisadvancedsouthward to 

Abyan, Aden, and Lahj. In July and August 2015 theywerepushed back by militia fighters 

supported by the Saudi-led coalition. 

 

 

Al-Qaeda 

For many years now, jihadi fighters returning to Yemen from Afghanistan and Iraq have 

continued the fight in the country's patchily governed deserts and mountains. A Yemen-based 

group, al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula, is considered one of al-Qaeda's most effective 

branches. The United States has waged an ongoing drone campaign against al-Qaeda in 

response to the group's attempts to strike American targets in the US itself and abroad.  



 

In the wake of Yemen's 2011 uprising, militants affiliated with al-Qaeda, fighting under the 

banner of Ansar al-Sharia – the ‘Supporters of Islamic Law' – seized swathes of the southern 

province ob Abyan. 

 

 

PREVIOUS ATTEMPTS 

 

In April, the Gulf Cooperation Council attempted to mediate an end to the crisis, 

draftingseveralproposals for a transition of power. Toward the end of the month, Saleh was 

intended to sign. Though some protesters ballyhooed the deal, criticizingprovisions that 

granted the presidentimmunity from prosecution and required the opposition to join with 

Saleh and his ministers in the national unitygovernment, oppositionleaderseventuallyagreed to 

sign it. By the end of the month, though, Saleh reversedcourse and the governmentannounced 

he would not sign it, putting the GCC initiative on hold. 

Saleh was ousted from the presidency by a deal orchestrated by Saudi Arabia and the other 

GCC states, with the support of the United States, the UK and other westernpowers and Hadi 

became inheritpresident. Hadi gave his word to make the countrybetter, 

peopleexpectedseriousachievements from him but afterwards, theystartedcomplainin of him 

being a president living in Saudi Arabia. 

Military operations launched by President Hadi forces to seize the port of Hodeidah in the 

hands of the Houthis lead to the intensification of the civil war and fuel the developments that 

may cause further civilianinfluence in Yemen. 

The Stockholm agreement, signed on Dec. 13, stipulates the redeployment of forcesaway 

from crucialseaports in Hodeida, the formation of a joint committee to address the long-



besieged Taiz and the exchange of war prisoners and political detainees. Cheered by the 

international community, it brought a dose of hopeamongobservers that the first step toward 

peace in Yemen might be within reach. 

 

QUESTIONS RESOLUTION SHOULD COVER 

 

What are the main problems in Yemen?  

What are the motives for the war that is going on in Yemen? 

How does the war effect Yemeni people?  

How are human rights violated in Yemen?  

How can food and cleanwater be provided to Yemen?  

What are the actions that should be taken by this committee? 

How can healthcare be provided to Yemeni people in need? 

What is the key problem that must be solved? 

What should be the long term solutions and immediatesolutions? 
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Agenda Item 2: Donbass War  

Key Terminology 

Oblast: A region or province.  

Annixation: A process which is executed by powerful countries and contains the actions of taking 

over a smaller country or a piece of it. 

Pro-Russian: A person who is favorable to Russia and has the thoughts of a reunion with them.  

Pro-Ukranian: A person who is not  favorable to Russia and is against of a reunion with them.  

Introduction to the Topic 

The War in Donbass is an ongoing armed conflict in the Donbass region of Ukraine. Protests by 

seperatists who favoured Russia (pro-Russians) and anti-government groups took place in the 

Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts (regions) of Ukraine from the very beginning of March ,  named after 

the region in which the war goes  "Donbass", as the results of the 2014 Ukrainian revolution and the 

Euromaidan movement. These occurances followed the annexation of Crimea by the Russian 

Federation (February to March 2014), due to which the tension raised more than ever,  and which 

were part of a wider group of concurrent pro-Russian protests across southern and eastern Ukraine, 

escalated into an armed conflict between the separatist forces among 3 different authorities, the 

self-declared Donetsk and Luhansk People's Republics (DPR and LPR respectively), and the Ukrainian 



government. In the Donetsk People's Republic, from May 2014 until a change of the top leadership in 

August 2014, some of the top leaders were Russian citizens. According to the Ukrainian government, 

at the height of the conflict in mid-2014, Russian support is in high amounts, even so high that 

paramilitaries were reported to make up between 15% to 80% of the militants.  Donbass conflict has 

claimed more than 10.000 lives since it began in 2014. The conflict has started with unmarked 

separatist militants seizing the Donetsk city office of the Ministry of Internal Affairs on the 12th of 

April.  

General Overview : Donbass conflict is an ongoing conflict which has claimed more than 10.000 lives 

since it began in 2014. The conflict has started with unmarked separatist militants seizing the 

Donetsk city office of the Ministry of Internal Affairs on the 12th of April. Between 22 and 25 August 

2014, Russian artillery, personnel, and a group consists of different types of vehicles or as Russia 

claims a  "humanitarian convoy" crossed the border into Ukrainian territory without permission of 

the legal Ukrainian government. Crossings occurred both in areas under the control of pro-Russian 

forces and in areas that were not , for instance the southeastern part of Donetsk Oblast, near 

Novoazovsk. These events followed the reported shelling of Ukrainian positions from the Russian 

side of the border over the course of the preceding month Head of the Security Service of Ukraine, 

Valentyn Nalyvaichenko described  the events of 22 August as a "direct invasion by Russia", while 

other western and Ukrainian authorities described the events as a "stealth invasion" of Ukraine. 

Russia's official position on the matter  has been vague: while officials have denied the presence of  

"regular armed forces" in the region, it has been confirmed by numerous sources that Russian 

military is present in the region , usually such claims are accompanied by an argument that Russia 

has to deploy them in order to protect “Russian-speaking population”.    As a result of the events in  

August 2014 DPR and LPR regained much of the territory they had lost during the Ukrainian 

government's preceding military operation. All sides have signed an agreement to establish a 

ceasefire, called the Minsk Protocol, on 5 September 2014. The ceasefire has veen violated by all 

sides and it started to seem normal to violate it. Amidst the solidification of the line between 

insurgent and government-controlled territory during the ceasefire, warlords took control of swaths 

of land on the insurgent side, leading to further destabilisation and chaos. In January 2015 the 

ceasefire has been completely collapsed. On 12 February 2015, involved parties agreed to a new 

ceasefire, called Minsk II. The new ceasefire has been signed immediately however separatist forces 

launched a military strike on the Debaltseve region and forced Ukrainian forces to withdraw from it. 

In the following months, minor attemps to skirmish continued along the line of contact, but no 

territorial changes occurred. This state of stalemate led to the war being labelled a "frozen conflict". 

The area stayed as a endless war zone in which dozens of soldiers and civilians killed each month. In 

2017, on average one Ukrainian soldier died in combat every three days, with the number of Russian 

and separatist troops remaining in the region estimated at 6,000 and 40,000 respectively. By the end 

of 2017, OSCE observatory mission had accounted for around 30,000 individuals in military-style 

dress crossing from Russia to Donbass just at two border checkpoints it was allowed to monitor. 

More than 20 ceasefires have been signed since the start of the conflict , each intended to remain in 

force indefinitely, but nothing could be enough to stop the violence. The most successful attempt 

was in 2016, when a ceasefire held for six consecutive weeks with zero casulty. The latest ceasefire 

came into force on 8 March 2019, which decreased the number of deaths in an important way in the 

following days (according to both combatants).  



Current Situation : Despite it has been slowed, the war is going on in the region. There is no safety for 

civilians and there are also concerns about civil rights. Everyday brings news about killed or wounded 

Ukrainen / Russian soldiers. 

 

Timeline of Main Conflicts : 

Siege of Sloviansk (12 April – 5 July 2014): The Siege of Sloviansk was an operation by the Armed 

Forces of Ukraine to recapture the city of Sloviansk in Donetsk Oblast from pro-Russian insurgents 

who had seized it on 12 April 2014. The city was taken back on 5 July 2014 after shelling from artillery 

and heavy fighting. The fighting in Sloviansk marked the first major military engagement between 

pro-Russian separatists and Ukrainian government forces, in the first runoff of battles of 2014.  

Battle of Kramatorsk (12 April – 5 July 2014): An entrenched standoff between the Armed Forces of 

Ukraine and pro-Russian separatists affiliated with the Donetsk People's Republic took place from 12 

April until 5 July 2014. During the rising unrest in Ukraine in the aftermath of the 2014 Ukrainian 

revolution, the city of Kramatorsk in Donetsk Oblast came under the control of the breakaway 

Donetsk People's Republic on 12 April. In an effort to retake the city, the Ukrainian government 



launched a counter-offensive against the separatist, who had taken up positions in the city. The DPR 

army units withdrew from city on 5 July, allowing Ukrainian forces to subsequently recapture the 

city, ending the standoff. 

 

Battle of Mariupol (6 May – 14 June 2014): During the rising unrest in Ukraine in the aftermath of the 

2014 Ukrainian revolution, the city of Mariupol, in Donetsk Oblast, saw skirmishes break out 

between Ukrainian government forces, local police, separatist militants affiliated with the Donetsk 

People's Republic. Government forces withdrew from Mariupol on 9 May 2014 after heavy fighting 

left the city's police headquarters gutted by fire. These forces maintained checkpoints outside the 

city. Intervention by Metinvest steelworkers on 15 May 2014 led to the removal of barricades from 

the city centre, and the resumption of patrols by local police. Separatists continued to operate a 

headquarters in another part of the city until their positions were overrun in a government offensive 

on 13 June 2014.     1st Battle of Donetsk Airport (26–27 May 2014):     During the morning of 26 May, 

pro-Russian separatist insurgents captured the terminal buildings of Donetsk International Airport, 

and demanded the withdrawal of government forces from the area. The militants also blocked off 

the road to the airport. Soon after, the National Guard of Ukraine issued an ultimatum to the 

insurgents, which said that they should surrender immediately. This was rejected, causing 

paratroopers to launch an assault on the airport, accompanied by airstrikes against insurgent 

positions. Attack helicopters were also used to target insurgent anti-aircraft guns. Lorries with 

separatist reinforcements were seen heading towards the airport.As evening fell, government forces 



pushed out the insurgents, who then launched a counterattack that was repelled by government 

forces.Sporadic gunfire was heard during the night, making it unclear if government soldiers were in 

full control of the airport. The next day, both Ukrainian and pro-Russian leaders confirmed that 

Ukrainian forces were in full control of the airport, but by mid-morning, machine gun fire could still 

be heard on one of the main roads leading to the airport. Insurgents built barricades on the road to 

the airport. Donetsk mayor Oleksandr Lukyanchenko urged all residents to stay in their homes. 

During the fighting, Druzhba Arena, home of the Kontinental Hockey League team HC Donbass, was 

ransacked by pro-Russian insurgents, who looted the building, destroyed surveillance equipment, 

and set it on fire. In the days following the battle, anger toward the Ukrainian government grew 

among some local residents. According to one resident, many people were thinking of joining the 

insurgency if government military operations continued. Sporadic fighting also continued, with at 

least one insurgent being killed in a firefight on 29 May. Six other insurgents died on 31 May, after 

they attempted to retrieve the bodies of their comrades at the site of the airport battle.  

Siege of the Luhansk Border Base (2–4 June 2014):  The Siege of the Luhansk Border Base was a two-

day-long stand-off at a Ukrainian border base located on the outskirts of Luhansk city. It happened 

from July 2 to July 4 of 2014.  

Zelenopillya Rocket Attack (11 July 2014): In the early morning of 11 July 2014, Russian forces fired a 

barrage of 9K51M "Tornado-G" rockets in 40 salvos beginning at 4:40 a.m. They targeted an armored 

convoy of the Ukrainian Ground Forcesfrom a distance of 15 km. The Ukrainian column was camped 

in a field near the village of Zelenopillya, situated along the main highway to Luhansk in the 

Sverdlovsk/Leninsky district near Rovenky. The town is located only 9 km from the Russian border. 

The Ukrainian armored brigades were a part of a main contingent of troops guarding the Ukrainian-

Russian border against the illegal movement of military equipment from Russia into Eastern Ukraine. 

According to an investigation a year later, 30 Ukrainian soldiers and 7 border guards were killed 

during that strike. Ukrainian border guards Colonel Ihor Momot was among the fallen.  

Battle in Shakhtarsk Raion (16 July – 26 August 2014): The Battle in Shakhtarsk Raion began on 16 

July 2014, when the Armed Forces of Ukraine began an attempt to cut off insurgent supply lines from 

Russia. Fighting broke out around the towns of Marynivka, Dmytrivka, Stepanivka, Shakhtarsk, and 

also the strategic hill of Savur-Mohyla. It later spread to the cities of Snizhne and Torez. While the 

battle was in progress, a civilian passenger airliner, Malaysia Airlines Flight 17, was shot down near 

Hrabove. Amidst a wide counter-offensive by the insurgents and their Russian backers across 

Donbass, government troops were forced out of Shakhtarsk Raion on 26 August.  

Battle of Horlivka (20 July – 6 September 2014): Starting on 21 July, Ukrainian forces made repeated 

attempts to enter Mayorsk, a suburb of Horlivka. Light skirmishes were reported across the city. A 

fighter jet from the Air Force of Ukraine was shot down over Horlivka on 23 July, after it attacked 

DPR positions in the city. After a lull, fighting resumed in Horlivka on 27 July. Government forces 

launched an offensive to capture the city, said that they had encircled it. They also said that they had 

destroyed checkpoints manned by DPR insurgents on the outskirts of the city. DPR leaders said that 

they maintained control over some positions on the city outskirts. Government forces shelled many 

residential areas in Horlivka, killed at least thirteen people. A spokesman for the government military 

operation in the Donbass said that DPR forces had fired Grad rockets on civilian areas in an attempt 

to discredit government forces. DPR commanders in Horlivka said that if government forces did not 



withdraw from the city, they would kill hostages they had been holding, and also blow-up the city's 

chemical plants. During the fighting, government forces said they killed at least twenty insurgents, 

and destroyed eight military vehicles on the outskirts of the city  

Battle of Ilovaisk (10 August – 2 September 2014): Ukrainian forces intended to cut-off insurgent 

supply lines between Donetsk and Luhansk. At the same time, some units were involved in 

unblocking of the Russia-Ukraine border. The area between Donetsk and the Russia-Ukraine border 

belonged to the ATO zone's sector D. Since 11 July 2014, the area of Donetsk Oblast suffered from 

artillery shelling from the Russian territory. On 23 July 2014, the commander of the sector D was 

appointed General Petro Lytvyn who is a brother of the Commander of Border Troops, General 

Mykola Lytvyn. The sector consisted of two battalions of 30th Mechanized Brigade, one battalion 

from each 25th and 95th Airborne brigades and 51st Mechanized Brigade, Prykarpattia Battalion 

(composed of volunteers), and a company of 28th Mechanized Brigade. Soon after liberating a 

territory around the Savur-Mohyla hill (Amvrosiivka Raion and Shakhtarsk Raion) in late July 2014, on 

31 July 2014, a battalion of the 25th Airborne Brigade was sent to assault Shakhtarsk. During the 

attack, the battalion lost 26 soldiers and passed the city from East traveling North conducting a raid 

towards villages Petropavlivka and Orlovo-Ivanivka. Two other battalions traveling pass Torez and 

Snizhne were supposed to reach Miusynsk. Along the movement, those battalions of the 30th and 

95th brigades lost communication between each other, but later the battalion of the 95th Brigade 

met with the battalion of the 25th Brigade near Orlovo-Ivanivka and exited towards Ukrainian forces 

at Debaltseve. On 11 August the Ukrainian mass media loudly presented the maneuver as a 

successful raid through the rears of the opponent; however, results and purpose of it are still not 

disclosed. It is possible that due to the activity of Ukrainian airborne troops near the MH-17 crash 

site have triggered the Russian Federation to use regular armed forces. On 6 August the National 

Security and Defence of Ukraine announced that there is a chance of Russian military invasion and 

that Ukrainian army is ready to stop it. On 7 August 2014, the leader of pro-Russian militants 

Alexander Borodai was replaced with Alexander Zakharchenko. Ukrainian troops made their first 

attempts to attack Ilovaysk on 7 August 2014. Over the next few days, Ukrainian forces made 

multiple attempts to enter the city but were bogged down by heavy fighting with the insurgents.  



 

( From battle of Ilovaisk ) 

Novosvitlivka Refugee Convoy Attack (18 August 2014): On 18 August 2014, a convoy of refugees 

fleeing heavy fighting near Luhansk, Ukraine, was hit by an artillery strike. At least 17 people were 

killed in the strike which the Ukrainian government blamed on insurgents affiliated with the Lugansk 

People's Republic. The insurgents denied striking any convoy and blamed the attack on the Ukrainian 

government.  

Battle of Novoazovsk (25–28 August 2014): DPR forces stated their intention to "fight their way to 

the Azov Sea" on 23 August. In line with this statement, an artillery barrage rained down on the 

coastal city of Novoazovsk, in southern Donetsk Oblast. A column of armoured vehicles crossed into 

Ukraine from Russia near Novoazovsk on 25 August. There were no insurgent formations within 30 

kilometres (18 miles) of this area for many weeks. Heavy fighting took place in the village of 

Markyne, 7 kilometres (4miles) from Novoazovsk. Insurgents used the village to shell Novoazovsk. A 

spokesman for the National Security and Defence Council of Ukraine (NSDC) said that the entrance of 

the column into Ukraine was an attempt "by the Russian military in the guise of Donbass fighters to 

open a new area of military confrontation". According to the Mariupol city website, the Dnipro and 

Donbas battalions repelled the attack, and the "invaders" retreated to the border. Russian Foreign 

Minister Sergei Lavrov said he had no knowledge of the incident, and suggested that reports of the 

incident being an incursion by Russian forces were "disinformation." Directly prior to the appearance 

of the column, the area was heavily shelled. The nearest insurgent artillery positions were beyond 

the range of this area. DPR insurgents, with Russian support, shelled Novoazovsk from across the 

Russian border on 26 August. Ukrainian border guards stationed at the Novoazovsk–Veselo–



Voznesenka border-crossing showed reporters craters that they said were caused by shelling from 

Russian territory. Russia denied any involvement, and said that DPR forces had been acting on their 

own. According to the Armed Forces of Ukraine, this shelling was an attempt to take-out Ukrainian 

artillery positions in the area. As the shelling occurred, smoke could be seen rising over the city, 

whilst many residents fled in cars and lorries. Four civilians were wounded in the shelling.  

2nd Battle of Donetsk Airport (28 September 2014 – 21 January 2015): Fighting between separatist 

forces affiliated with the Donetsk People's Republic (DPR), and Ukrainian military and volunteer 

forces broke out at Donetsk International Airport on 28 September 2014, sparking the Second Battle 

of Donetsk Airport, a part of the ongoing war in the Donbass region of Ukraine. This followed an 

earlier battle over control of the airport in May 2014, which left it in Ukrainian hands. The new battle 

was sparked despite a ceasefire agreement, the Minsk Protocol, that had been in place from 5 

September. At the start of the battle, the airport was the last part of Donetsk city held by 

government forces, and it lies between the separatist and Ukrainian lines of control. Heavy fighting 

over the airport continued into the new year, with some of the worst fighting having taken place in 

January 2015. On 21 January, DPR forces overran the government's positions at the airport. The 

remaining Ukrainian forces were either killed, forced to retreat, or captured.  

 

( Ruined Airport ) 

Battle of Debaltseve (16 January – 20 February 2015): From mid-January 2015 during the war in the 

Donbass region of Ukraine, the separatist forces of the Donetsk People's Republic (DPR) tried to 

recapture the city of Debaltseve in Donetsk Oblast, which had been under Ukrainian control since a 

counter-offensive by government forces in July 2014. The city lay in a "wedge" of Ukrainian-held 

territory bordered by the DPR on one side, and the Luhansk People's Republic (LPR) on the other, and 

is a vital road and railway junction. Separatists began a concerted effort to force Ukrainian troops out 

of the city on 16–17 January, sparking the Battle of Debaltseve. Heavy fighting went on until 18 

February 2015, when Ukrainian forces were forced to withdraw.  



Shyrokyne Standoff (10 February – 3 July 2015): The Shyrokyne standoff (February–July 2015) was a 

battle for the control of the strategic village of Shyrokyne, located approximately 11 km (6.8 mi) east 

of Mariupol city limits, between Ukrainian forces, led by the Azov Battalion, and Russian backed 

separatists. It is part of the larger War in Donbass. On 10 February 2015, the Azov battalion launched 

a surprise offensive against pro-Russian separatists associated with the Donetsk People's Republic 

(DPR) with the aim of pushing the separatist forces away from Mariupol city limits. The village is 

located just 10 km (6.2 mi) from the Ukrainian-controlled city of Mariupol, and was used as a 

launching point for separatist attacks on the city, which served as the administrative centre of 

Donetsk Oblast whilst DPR forces control Donetsk city. Fighting continued until 3 July 2015, when 

DPR forces unilaterally withdrew from Shyrokyne. ubsequently a cease-fire was declared in the area. 

 

Battle of Marinka (3 June 2015): According to the Ukrainian military, fighting around the 

government-held town of Marinka began at 3 a.m. in the morning of 3 June when separatists 

launched an offensive with tanks and 1,000 fighters. The DPR stated that this attack was in response 

to the heavy Ukrainian shelling of Donetsk, Horlivka, Staromykhailivka and Yenakiieve on the night of 

2 June to the morning of 3 June. They added that those shellings killed 15 people in DPR-held 

territory near Marinka. The separatist attack began with artillery fire, followed by an infantry and 

tank assault as the sun came up. The fighting lasted nearly 12 hours before stopping, but resumed 

again soon after. The fighting had also spread to Krasnohorivka, and both towns were in flames as 

bloody and chaotic street battles took place. Rocket and artillery fire was also exchanged. By the end 

of the day, the rebels had gained control over a portion of the town, with a Ukrainian member of 

parliament saying 70 percent of Marinka was DPR-held.  

Battle of Avdiivka (29 January – 4 February 2017): It is unclear who initiated the heavy fighting near 

the "Industrial Zone" area (located in the eastern part of Avdiivka) on 29 January 2017, with both 

sides accusing each other of starting the battle. According to The New York Times the military 

objective was a military position on the edge of Avdiivka called Almaz-2 (in English: Diamond-2), 

which had been under separatist control. When being interviewed by The Guardian a Ukrainian 



soldier claimed his army had provoked the separatists into an aggressive response by seizing a small 

stretch of road. Separatist bombardment started on 29 January 2017, and left more than 17,000 

residents of the city without water, electricity or heat. With fierce regional winter conditions, this led 

the Ukrainian government to declare a state of emergency in preparation for at least partial 

evacuation of the city. UNICEF warned of a humanitarian disaster in the city due to a lack of 

electricity and water. Ukraine reported that Ukrainian forces had suffered losses during the attacks 

of pro-Russian forces on Ukrainian positions in the area of the industrial zone of Avdiivka in the night 

of 29 January. At least one Ukrainian soldier was killed, two others died of wounds, and one 

Ukrainian serviceman was wounded in the morning of 29 January. Pro-Russian forces broke through 

the Ukrainian lines in Avdiivka twice, but their assaults were beaten off. Two civilians were injured by 

shelling in Avdiivka. One pro-Russian militant was captured by Ukrainian forces. Several attacks of 

pro-Russian forces on Ukrainian positions started in the area of Avdiivka at around 5:00 am, but were 

beaten off by the Ukrainian military. The fighting between the warring parties continued on 30 

January. Two Ukrainian servicemen were killed and five others wounded on the morning of 30 

January. The spokesman of the Presidential Administration on issues related to ATO, Oleksandr 

Motuzyanyk, reported at noon that three Ukrainian servicemen were killed and twenty-four 

wounded and injured in the Donbass region on 30 January. Two of the fatalities occurred in Avdiivka, 

one in Opytne. Fierce fighting continued on this date in and around the Ukrainian stronghold of 

Avdiivka, where a call for a local ceasefire was largely ignored by the warring parties. ATO spokesman 

Oleksandr Motuzyanyk expressed his "worries" about the right flank of the Ukrainian defences 

around Avdiivka, which was stormed by pro-Russian tanks. Motuzyanyk described the action as the 

major tank offensive in the area since the fall of Donetsk airport in rebel hands in January 2015. The 

tanks, gathered at Spartak, charged through the demarcation line at Butivka mining complex and 

Pisky. The evacuation of civilian residents from Avdiivka was scheduled for 1 February due to the lack 

of essential services in the town after the relentless pro-Russian bombardment since 29 January. The 

local hospital was already evacuated in the afternoon. Almost one hundred BM-21 "Grad" artillery 

rockets landed in Avdiivka throughout the day. Pavlo Zhebrivskyi, head of the civilian administration 

of Donetsk Oblast, declared the state of emergency in the war-torn town.  

 



Other related events : 

Support of Ukraine Act (3 April 2014): The Ukraine Support Act (H.R. 4278) would state U.S. policy 

supporting the sovereignty and territorial integrity of a democratic Ukraine, and in condemning 

Russia's armed invasion of Ukraine and its illegal occupation of Crimea. The bill would offer loan 

guarantees, offer various types of aid, and place sanctions on people who were "responsible for or 

engaged in actions that undermine democratic processes in Ukraine or that threaten its peace or 

territorial integrity, acts of significant corruption in Ukraine, or the commission of serious human 

rights abuses." The Ukraine Support Act would authorize appropriations of $68 million to spend on 

various projects in Ukraine. The House Republican Conference reports that the spending "is fully 

offset by a reduction in authorized assistance for Pakistan." Section 101 authorizes the appropriation 

of $50 million for "support for democratic governance and civil society in Ukraine" such as support 

for fair elections. Section 103(d) authorizes the appropriation of $10 million for radio and broadcast 

programming in local languages. Finally, Section 105(b) authorizes the appropriations of $8 million 

for "enhanced assistance for law enforcement and the judicial system" in Ukraine. Section 110 

offsets this potential spending by reducing the amounts authorized in the Enhanced Partnership with 

Pakistan Act of 2009. The amendment to the Pakistan bill reduces by $70,000,000 the amounts 

available in each of fiscal years 2010 through 2014, for a total reduction in Pakistan-related budget 

authority of $350,000,000. As prior year funds have probably been spent, the result will be a 

reduction of $70,000,000 in current-year (2014) Pakistan spending.  

Donbass status referendums (11 May 2014): A poll released by the Kiev Institute of Sociology, with 

data gathered from 8–16 April, 41.1% of people in Donetsk were for decentralisation of Ukraine with 

powers transferred to regions, while letting it remain a unified state, 38.4% for changing Ukraine into 

federation, 27.5% were in favour of secession from Ukraine to join the Russian Federation, and only 

10.6% supported current unitary structure without changes. Another poll, taken by the Donetsk 

Institute for Social Research and Political Analysis, found that 18.6% of those polled in the region 

opposed changes to the government structure, 47% favoured federalisation, or at least more 

economic independence from Kiev, 27% wanted to join Russia in some form, and 5% wanted to 

become an independent state.  

 



( Flag of the Donetsk People’s Republic ) 

Ukrainian Air Force Ilyushin Il-76 shoot-down (14 June 2014): On 14 June 2014, an Ilyushin Il-76 

transport aircraft of the Ukrainian Air Force was shot down by forces of the self-proclaimed Luhansk 

People's Republic while on approach to land at Luhansk International Airport, Ukraine, during the 

course of the war in Donbass. The aircraft was carrying troops and equipment from an undisclosed 

location. All 49 people on board were killed. The aircraft was carrying military equipment and 40 

troops, as well as a crew of nine. It was coming in to land at Luhansk International Airport when it 

came under heavy anti-aircraft fire. According to the Ukrainian Ministry of Defence, a heavy machine 

gun had been used to fire upon the aircraft. According to the Ukrainian Prosecutor's Office, the 

aircraft was brought down by man-portable air-defense system equipment. It subsequently crashed 

at 00:51 local time (21:51 on 13 June, UTC); all 49 people on board died. The Ukrainian Ministry of 

Defence blamed the pro-Russian terrorists for the loss of the aircraft and troops. The aircraft was 

reported to have been carrying 40 paratroopers of the 25th Separate Dnipropetrovsk Airborne 

Brigade in addition to its crew. A military analyst based in Kiev reported that two empty launch tubes 

for Igla missiles had been found near the Luhansk airport. Vladimir Inogorodsky, spokesman of the 

Donetsk People's Republic, confirmed that Igla missiles had been used. Separatists had said a week 

prior to the downing of the plane that they would not allow any more flights into the airport. The 

incident was the worst loss suffered by the Ukrainian military in a single event since the pro-Russian 

conflict began in February 2014. It was also the fourth deadliest involving the Il-76 and the tenth 

deadliest aircrash in Ukraine. According to a Russian source, on 17 June the head of the Luhansk 

People's Republic (LPR) Valeriy Bolotov announced that investigators from the LPR were able to find 

neither armaments nor the body parts of soldiers at the crash site. Bolotov hypothesized that the 

plane was empty and was intended to transport the bodies of soldiers killed in action, while 

reaffirming that rebels had shot down the plane. On 7 October 2017 the Security Service of Ukraine 

claimed it had established the involvement of the Russian private military company Wagner Group in 

the downing of the Il-76. On June 14, 2019, on the fifth anniversary of the shootdown of the aircraft, 

the Security Service of Ukraine reported that its investigators established direct involvement of 

Russian Federation Armed Forces lieutenant general Eugene Nikiforov, who ordered Dmitry Utkin 

from ‘Wagner PMC’ to destroy the aircraft.  

UNSC Resolution 2166 21 July 2014: https://undocs.org/S/RES/2166(2014)  

( Its recommended for delegates to have a look at UNSC resolution ) 

Minsk Protocol (5 September 2014:): The Protocol on the results of consultations of the Trilateral 

Contact Group, or simply Minsk Protocol, is an agreement to halt the war in the Donbass region of 

Ukraine, signed by representatives of Ukraine, the Russian Federation, the Donetsk People's Republic 

(DPR), and the Luhansk People's Republic (LPR) on 5 September 2014. It was signed after extensive 

talks in Minsk, Belarus, under the auspices of the Organization for Security and Co-operation in 

Europe (OSCE). The agreement, which followed multiple previous attempts to stop the fighting in the 

Donbass, implemented an immediate ceasefire. It failed to stop fighting in Donbass.  

Ukrainian parliamentary election (26 October 2014): A snap election of the Verkhovna Rada took 

place on 26 October 2014. Petro Poroshenko, the President of Ukraine, had pressed for early 

parliamentary elections since his victory in the presidential election. The July breakup of ruling 

coalition gave him the right to dissolve the parliament, so on 25 August 2014 he announced the early 



election. The voting was not provided in the annexed Autonomous Republic of Crimea and 

Sevastopol. The voting also did not reach significant parts of Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts because of 

the ongoing War in Donbass. Because of this, 27 out of the 450 seats in the 8th Verkhovna Rada 

remained unfilled. This election can be called a realigning. Ruling in 2010-2014, the Party of Regions 

did not participate in this election, while its informal successor Opposition Bloc showed modest 

result with only 9.43%. For the first time since Ukrainian independence, the Communist Party of 

Ukraine gained no parliamentary representation. Four newly created parties got the highest support 

in this election: Petro Poroshenko Bloc (formed in July 2014 by Poroshenko's supporters), People's 

Front (split from Fatherland in August 2014), Self Reliance (registered in 2012) and Opposition Bloc 

(formed in September 2014 by a group of the former Party of Regions members). Since the parallel 

voting system was used, the allocation of seats is not proportional. For example, the winner in party-

list voting (22.12%) People's Front got second faction with 82 seats, while Petro Poroshenko Bloc 

took 123 seats with 21.82% of votes. The work of the new parliament started on 27 November 2014. 

On the same day, five factions formed the "European Ukraine" coalition: Petro Poroshenko Bloc, 

People's Front, Self Reliance, Radical Party and Fatherland. On 2 December the second Yatsenyuk 

government was approved. The counting of votes was greatly delayed: Central Electoral Commission 

announced that all ballots were counted on 10 November only. The announcement of the final result 

for 38th electoral district was delayed till mid-November because of challenging the results in a 

court. 

 

Minsk II ceasefire agreement (12 February 2015): The Protocol on the results of consultations of the 

Trilateral Contact Group, or simply Minsk Protocol, is an agreement to halt the war in the Donbass 

region of Ukraine, signed by representatives of Ukraine, the Russian Federation, the Donetsk 

People's Republic (DPR), and the Luhansk People's Republic (LPR) on 5 September 2014. It was signed 



after extensive talks in Minsk, Belarus, under the auspices of the Organization for Security and Co-

operation in Europe (OSCE). The agreement, which followed multiple previous attempts tostop the 

fighting in the Donbass, implemented an immediate ceasefire. It failed to stop fighting in Donbass. 

Suicide of the founder of the Donetsk People’s Republic – Aleksandr Zaharcenko ( 31 August 2018 ) 

( It’s recommended for delegates to have a search about this important person ) 

 

 

Ukrainian presidential election (31 March 2019 – 21 April 2019): The 2019 Ukrainian presidential 

election was held on 31 March and 21 April in a two-round system. There were a total of 39 

candidates for the election on the ballot. The 2014 annexation of Crimea by Russia and the 

occupation of parts of Donetsk Oblast and Luhansk Oblast prevented around 12% of eligible voters 

from participating in the election. As no candidate received an absolute majority of the vote, a 

second round was held between the top two candidates, Volodymyr Zelensky, who played the role of 

Ukraine's president in a popular television comedy and the incumbent president, Petro Poroshenko, 

on 21 April 2019. According the Central Election Commission, Zelensky won the second round with 

73.22% of the votes. With a voter turnout of 62.8%, about 18.9 million people voted in the first 

round of elections on 31 March. Volodymyr Zelensky of the Servant of the People and the incumbent 

President Petro Poroshenko both advanced to the second round of elections on 21 April. In the first 

round, Zelensky earned 30% of the votes compared to Poroshenko's 16%. Exit polls during the 

second round of voting predicted that Zelensky would win with more than 70% of the votes. With 

only 3% of the votes counted, the CEC confirmed similar preliminary results. Poroshenko conceded 

the results of the election in a speech soon after the polls closed and exit-poll data was released. He 

wrote on Twitter: "We succeeded to ensure free, fair, democratic and competitive elections... I will 

accept the will of Ukrainian people." According to the CEC, preliminary results with about 99.27% of 

the votes counted indicates that Zelensky received about 73.19% of the votes to the incumbent 

president's 24.48%.  



 

 

Major Parties Involved : 

NATO - NATO distributed a explanation on the war in Donbass and the Crimean Emergency in 

Admirable 2014. It endeavored to expose the Russian government's allegations against the Ukrainian 

government, conjointly other explanations made by Russia to legitimize its nearness in Ukraine. 

Agreeing to the explanation, Russia endeavored to "redirect consideration absent from its activities" 

and "leveled a arrangement of allegations against NATO which are based on deceptions of the 

realities". It too said that Russia "made unmerited assaults on the authenticity of the Ukrainian 

specialists and has utilized constrain to seize portion of Ukraine's territory".In reaction to the 

unapproved section of the Russian compassionate caravan on 22 Eminent, NATO Secretary Common 

Anders Fogh Rasmussen expressed that this occurrence may "as it were deepen the emergency 

within the locale, which Russia itself has made and has kept on fuel.The neglect of worldwide 

compassionate standards raises advance questions almost whether the genuine reason of the help 

escort is to back civilians or to resupply outfitted separatists".Late in Admirable, NATO officers met 

and reexamined their appraisal of the military circumstance in Donbass. They said that, from the 

Ukrainian government's point of see, the war is as of now lost. It was expected that the late-August 

hostile in southern Donetsk Oblast may be utilized to form a Russian arrive passage to Crimea, 

solidifying the illicit addition of the promontory. NATO common Philip Breedlove said on 20 

September that the ceasefire actualized as portion of the Minsk Convention was "a ceasefire in title 

as it were", and scrutinized Russia for permitting men and hardware to stream openly over its border 

into Donbass. 



 

 

Russia : The Russian Foreign Ministry accused Ukrainian authorities of "blaming" the Russian 

government for all its troubles and stated "Ukrainian people want to get a clear answer from Kiev to 

all their questions. It's time to listen to these legal claims". It also stated it was "carefully observing" 

events in the east and south of Ukraine, and again called for "real constitutional reform" that would 

turn Ukraine into a federation. In a 7 April opinion piece that appeared in The Guardian, Russian 

foreign minister Sergei Lavrov wrote that it was Europe and the United States, and not Russia, that 

was guilty of destabilising Ukraine and that "Russia is doing all it can to promote early stabilisation in 

Ukraine".The Russian Foreign Ministry issued a stern condemnation of the "criminal order" by Kiev 

for armed aggression against Donetsk: "The Kiev authorities, who self-proclaimed themselves as a 

result of a coup, have embarked on the violent military suppression of the protests," demanding that 

"the Maidan henchmen, who overthrew the legitimate president, to immediately stop the war 

against their own people, to fulfill all the obligations under the Agreement of 21 February." Russian 

president Vladimir Putin compared the siege of the DPR and LPR-controlled cities of Donetsk and 

Luhansk to the Siege of Leningrad during the Second World War: "Sadly, it reminds me of World War 

II, when German fascist forces surrounded our cities, like Leningrad, and shelled population centres 

and their residents" 

United States of America : US Secretary of State John Kerry stated on 7 April 2014 that the events 

"did not appear to be sudden" and called on Russia to "publicly disavow the activities of separatists, 

saboteurs and provocateurs" in a phone call to his Russian counterpart Sergei Lavrov. A 

spokeswoman for the US National Security Council told that the separatists appeared to be 

supported by Russia. "We have seen similar so-called protest activities in Crimea before Russia's 

purported annexation," she said in a declaration, adding: "We call on President (Vladimir) Putin and 

his government to cease all efforts to destabilize Ukraine, and we caution against further military 

intervention." American ambassador to Ukraine Geoffrey R. Pyatt characterised the pro-Russian 

insurgents as "terrorists".The US government is sending military advisors to Ukraine to help the 

Ukrainian government in its fight against the insurgents. In April, the US Defence Department 

shipped a 7 million US dollar package of non-lethal military equipment to the Ukrainian forces. Plans 

for another 8 million dollar aid package were announced on 1 August 2014. The package was meant 



to include armoured personnel carriers, goods and patrol vehicles, binoculars, night vision goggles 

and small patrol boats. On the same day, the Defence Department also proposed a $19 million aid 

package to help train the National Guard of Ukraine. This proposal required congressional approval, 

and would come into effect in 2015. It had been announced in July that a group of Defence 

Department specialists in strategy and policy would visit Kiev to evaluate the military needs of the 

Ukrainian government. On 8 September 2014, The New York Times reported that only a portion of 

the initial non-lethal aid package had actually arrived in Ukraine. While this report cited concerns 

about provoking escalation in the region as the reason for the delay, a 13 September 2014 report by 

The Globe and Mail cited various sources that indicated that both the American package and a $200 

million Canadian military aid package were delayed by concerns about diversion of saleable 

equipment due to corruption among Ukrainian officials. On 11 March 2015, the American 

government said it would send an additional 75 million US dollars worth of non-lethal aid to Ukraine. 

This included radios, first-aid kits, surveillance drones, counter-mortar radar systems, military 

ambulances, 30 armoured Humvees and 300 unarmoured Humvees. In March 2016, US Assistant 

Secretary of State Victoria Nuland stated that a total of 266 million dollars was spent on non-lethal 

aid to Ukraine. She also said that nearly 1,200 Ukrainian soldiers and 750 National Guard members 

had been trained by American military personnel. 

Ukraine :  Ukrainian president Petro Poroshenko pledged revenge against pro-Russian separatists 

after 19 Ukrainian soldiers were killed in a rocket attack. "Militants will pay hundreds of their lives for 

each life of our servicemen. Not a single terrorist will avoid responsibility," he said. 

 

 

Questions to consider :  

1. How to ensure human rights and safety on the war region? 

2. Can a safety atmosphere be established for the referendum which will be providing the 

prosperity of the region? 

3. Are military aids which come from Security Council’s members to region are fruitful or 

harmful for the future? 

4. Can a permanent ceasefire be declared in the region? 

5. Does Ukrainian government provide ‘’freedom of expression’’ in their country? 



 

 

Further reading and Useful Links : ( Its highly recommended for delegates to have a look in youtube 

links ) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MndkmBVG18s 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4YYzDt_dDoI 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4YYzDt_dDoI 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WPSXBZA_m5M 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vdxG-fLv0vI 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:War_in_Donbass 

https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/inpictures/ukraine-forgotten-war-190407053834708.html 

https://worldbeyondwar.org/whats-happening-eastern-ukraine/ 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/26257865 
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